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www.lerwick-harbour.co.uk

BRITAIN'S 
TOP PORT

Host Port Sponsor of The Tall Ships Races 2011 - Lerwick

LERWICK PORT AUTHORITY

Where a special welcome awaits you

After years of toil, the Tall Ships Races extravaganza 
in Lerwick is just days away. All we need now to 
make it a real summer festival is ... some fine weather.
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Marvellous welcome in store for 2,000 
crew members and thousands of visitors
The largest international festival in 
Shetland for more than a decade is 
upon us, with more than 2,000 crew 
members on 56 tall ships from 12 
countries arriving in the course of 
the next week ahead of the main 
celebration next weekend, which is 
expected to attract thousands of 
visitors from within and outwith the 
isles.

The competing ships include 16 
class A vessels, 17 class B, 17 class 
C and six class D – crewed by a 
mixture of professional crew and 
sail trainees from around the 
world.

Forty-six young Shetland resi-
dents are among those tasting life 
on the ocean wave with placements 
on seven tall ships. The scheme is 
organised by Sail Training Inter-
national, a charity established to 
harness sail training to develop and 
educate young people, regard less of 
nationality, culture, religion, gender 
or social background. 

The lucky candidates have 
already or will experi ence life as 
crew members, under  taking tasks 
such as watch-keeping, setting sails 
and other domestic duties with the 
other trainees onboard the vessels 
that will visit Lerwick.

This 20-page guide, written and 
produced by Shetland Times staff 
and freelance writer Peter Johnson, 
kicks off with all the events that 
are due to start in the Cruise in 
Company ports in Fair Isle, 
Scalloway, Whalsay, Yell and Unst 
over the weekend and continues 
with interviews with many of the 
Shetland sail trainees. It also looks 
at some of the entertainments taking 
place next weekend and goes 
behind the scenes to get a flavour of 
some of the massive effort that has 
gone into organising the events.

Shetland Tall Ships 2011 project 
manager Fiona Dally said: “Over 
2,000 crew members and several 
thousand visitors can expect a 

The scene at Lerwick Harbour in 1999.
marvellous welcome when they 
arrive ...

“Our partners, host port sponsors, 
volunteers and the Shetland com-
munity have come together in great 
force to be able to bring this 
fantastic event to this point, and it 
won’t be long before the anchors 
drop and we can settle down to a 
weekend of festivities.”

Highlights for the event include 
a spectacular fireworks display, an 
international crew parade and 
welcoming ceremony, headline 
concerts from The Levellers and 
Bjorn Again as well as over 100 

local music performances, family 
fun zones and the finale, Parade of 
Sail.

Activities kick-off in earnest 
with the crew parade at 4pm on 
Thursday where more than 2,000 
crew members will parade along the 
waterfront in Lerwick in a fantastic 
spectacle of colour and music start-
ing at the Esplanade. At 5pm the 
focus moves to the main arena at 
Holmsgarth where dancers, mus-
icians and singers will provide the 
official welcome to race partici pants 
and visitors in a specially-commis-
sioned welcoming ceremony.

On the Friday a packed prog-
ramme of street entertainment, trad-
i tional and contemporary music, 
local food and drink, and arts and 
crafts continues as well as a full 
family entertainment programme. 
The first of the sell-out headline 
concerts, The Levellers and support, 
hit the stage at Holmsgarth from 
6.30pm onwards.

On the Saturday the cultural 
programme continues with plenty 
of live music and family fun 
throughout the day, rounded off 
with the second of the headline 
concerts, Bjorn Again, and support 

on stage from 6.30pm, with a 
fireworks display lighting up the 
night sky at 11.50pm.

The Sunday is the last day of the 
tall ships’ visit and the magnificent 
Parade of Sail promises to be a 
spectacular sight, with each of the 
ships raising their sails in a sea of 
splendour in preparation for Race 
Two. From 5pm, Race Two starts 
with the ships leaving Shetland 
hoping for a strong wind all the way 
to Stavanger in Norway.

Event information points will be 
located at Albert Wharf and 
Holmsgarth throughout the duration 
of the event and a free shuttle bus 
will operate between The Esplanade 
and Holmsgarth.

TYPES OF 
TALL SHIP
CLASS A

All square-rigged vessels and all 
other vessels over 40m (131 feet) 
length overall (LOA).

CLASS B
Traditional-rigged vessels with a 

LOA of less than 40m (131 feet) 
and with a waterline length (LWL) 
of at least 9.14m (30 feet).

CLASS C
Modern-rigged vessels with a 

LOA of less than 40m (131 feet) 
and with a LWL of at least 9.14m 
(30 feet), not carrying spinnaker-
like sails.

CLASS D
Modern-rigged vessels with a 

LOA of less than 40m (131 feet) 
and with a LWL of at least 9.14m 
(30 feet), carrying spinnaker-like 
sails.

The trainees have been recruited 
to take part in the following races 
onboard the vessels as shown:

Cruise in Company leg
● Wylde Swan: Paul Gaffney (Ler-
wick), Michael Thomson (Unst).
● Swan: Robert Gray (Unst), 
Douglas Stevenson (Whalsay), 
Dec lan Turner (Brae), Drew Man-
son (Brae), Heather Gray (Unst), 
Rachel Sansom (Walls), Tom 
Henderson (Lerwick) and Ryan 
Leask (South Whiteness). 

Race Two from 
Lerwick to Stavanger

● Sorlandet: Sarah Stott (Lerwick), 
Emma Inkster (Lerwick), Kerry 
Wood (Lerwick), Kylie Wood 
(Lerwick), Maggie Adamson (Flad-
dabister), Symone Duddy (Sum-
burgh), Jack Henderson (Lerwick), 
David Arthur (Whalsay), Shona 
Duerden (Tingwall), Rory Goodlad 
(Quarff).
● Swan: John Arthur (Scalloway), 
Emma Rochester (Quarff), Daniel 
Hughson (Ollaberry), Persephone 
Poulton (Bressay), Amy Sandison 
(Lerwick), Emma Cree-Hay (Rea-
wick), Stuart Ferguson (Unst), 
Daniel Aquilina (Yell).

Race Three from 
Stavanger to Halmstad

● Eendracht: Alison Laurenson 
(Bigton), Johanna Goodlad (Scallo-
way).
● Swan: Scott Spence (Lerwick), 
Erin Simpson (Whalsay), Luke 
Aquilina (Yell), Kirsty Laurenson 
(Sandwick).

Ocean Youth Trust 
selection for Shetland 

Islands Council
● Alba Explorer: Alana Johnson 
(Unst), Hannah Best (Fair Isle).

TALL SHIPS 
COMPETING

CLASS A SHIPS
1 Alexander von Humboldt,  Germany
2 Christian Radich,  Norway
3 Dar Mlodziezy,  Poland
4 Eendracht,  Netherlands
5 Europa,  Netherlands
6 Gloria,  Colombia
7 Gulden Leeuw,  Netherlands
8 Jean De La Lune,  UK
9 Lord Nelson,  UK
10 Mir,  Russia
11 Morgenster,  Netherlands
12 Pelican of London,  UK
13 Pogoria,  Poland
14 Sørlandet,  Norway
15 Statsraad Lehmukhl,  Norway
16 Wylde Swan,  Netherlands

CLASS B SHIPS
17 Auno,  Norway
18 Constantia,  Sweden
19 De Gallant,  Netherlands
20 Jens Krogh,  Denmark
21 Jolie Brise,  UK
22 Liv,  Norway
23 Maybe,  UK
24 Moosk,  UK
25 Morning Star of Revelation,  UK
26 Provident,  UK
27 Rupel,  Belgium
28 Stina Mari,  Norway
29 Svanhild,  Norway
30 Swan,  UK
31 Tecla,  Netherlands
32 Wyvern,  Norway
33 Wyvern av Aalesund,  Norway

CLASS C SHIPS
34 Alba Endeavour,  UK
35 Alba Explorer,  UK
36 Antwerp Flyer,  Belgium
37 Black Diamond of Durham,  UK
38 Dar Szczecina,  Poland
39 Esprit,  Germany
40 Gedania,  Poland
41 John Laing,  UK
42 Neva,  Russia
43 Ocean Spirit of Moray,  UK
44 Prolific,  Norway
45 Rona II,  UK
46 Sirma,  Netherlands
47 Spaniel,  Latvia
48 St IV,  Estonia
49 Tomidi,  Belgium
50 Zenobe Gramme,  Belgium

CLASS D SHIPS
51 Akela,  Russia
52 Camelot,  Poland
53 Endorfina,  Poland
54 Miles to Go,  Belgium
55 St Barbara V,  UK
56 Urania,  Netherland

Take home great memories of Shetland

THE SHETLAND TIMES BOOKSHOP

OPEN: 9am-6pm Monday to Friday; 9am-5pm Saturday
71/79 Commercial Street, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 0AJ   

Tel: 01595 695531 www.shetlandtimes.co.uk

for Books and Maps

Souvenirs 
and 

Postcards

VISIT

Le
rw
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k

Town Centre Association

Lerwick Town Centre Association welcomes

“The Tall Ships Races 2011”
Extended Shop Opening Hours:

Thursday, 21st July; Friday, 22nd July;
Saturday 23rd July various times to 7pm (some later)

Sunday 24th July (various times)

The association wish to take this opportunity to thank

Lerwick Community Council
Lerwick Port Authority & Shetland Amenity Trust 

for the support this year for the summer fl oral basket, 
 banner and bunting scheme
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Poland, 108.8m, Full-Rigger, 1982

A
CLASS

Dar Mlodziezy

Europa
Netherlands, 54.6m, Barque (3), 1911

A
CLASS

Cullivoe Cruise in Company celebrations 
will be ‘awe-inspiring’, say organisers

Yell’s Cruise in Company celebration 
begins in earnest on Sunday with an “awe-
inspiring” string of activities including the 
start of the Tri-Island Yacht race at 10am. 

There will be art exhibitions at the 
Mussel Shed and the opening of an art 
exhibition at St Olaf’s Church in Cullivoe 
with a chance to meet the artists. Before 
that, the Gloup disaster memorial service 
will be held at 3pm at the memorial and a 
sea service at the church at 4pm. 

Visitors will also have the chance to be 
entertained at local houses with doors open 
from 8-10pm. Information about the 
various events can be found at the Green 
Store “nerve centre” and buses to events 
will be running from Cullivoe pier. There 
will also be a dry stone dyke building 
demonstration and an exhibition by the fire 
brigade and coastguards. 

The fun continues on Monday with 
Wake up with the Dance Mats at Cullivoe 
Hall, the welcoming ceremony for the tall 
ships, a Shetland Field Studies walk to 
Burraness, the Yell Games, a round Yell 
tour, a Mussel Shed tour, volleyball and 
swimming, followed by the Great Yell Run 
at 6.30pm. There will also be demonstrations 
of knitting, spinning, drystone dyking, peat 
casting, netmending, needle felting and 
sheepdog handling. 

Tuesday will see another spin of the 
dance mats, circus theatre with Bell & 
Bullock, Chinese street food, an RSPB 
guided tour, a Burravoe bus tour, netball 
and swimming and a Yell FC vs World XI 
football match. In addition to a repeat of 
Monday’s demonstrations there will be a 
bonded fibres workshop for sail trainees 
and 12 to 25 year olds. As well as 
transporting passengers to and from the 
peat casting, the canoe Spirit Dancer will 
be available for booked trips. 

A strong musical line up is at the core of 
the celebrations. Famed for its musical 
tradition, Cullivoe will rock to the sounds 
of Scaldin Bragg and the Revellers, sharing 
the bill for the first time, at tomorrow’s 
annual Party on the Pier. On Sunday 
Fradner Gamla, Da Fustra, Ffancy Tunes, 

Cullivoe will be at the heart of the action in Yell this weekend and into next week.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

Fullsceilidh Spelemannslag will be on stage in Yell. Photo: Kenneth Shearer

DAY EVENTS

● Dance Mats – have fun and wake up with dance mats each morning at Cullivoe hall 

● Paddling in Spirit Dancer – a wonderful opportunity to take a paddling trip aboard this visiting 

40-foot traditional North American canoe 

● RSPB and a Field Studies Walks – guided walks in the beautiful Breckon area and to the ancient 

broch site at Burraness 

● Art Exhibition – featuring local painting and textiles 

● The Great Yell Run – a 10 km, a four mile and a two mile run in aid of the British Heart 

Foundation 
● Yell Games – a friendly knockout style tournament 

● Workshops and demonstrations – try your hand at a whole host of local skills such as dry stone 

dyking, peat casting, needle felting, spinning and knitting 

EVENING EVENTS 

● Party at the Pier tomorrow featuring well-known local bands Scaldin Bragg and the Revellers   

● Monday – The Chair and Fullsceilidh Spelemannslag  

● Tuesday – No Sweat

Rummel, the Cullivoe Dance Band, Callum 
Watt and Gary Johnson and Leeshinat 
will be providing live music at the day 
stage.  

On Monday morning, the well known 
Orkney group The Chair and local maestros 
Fullsceilidh Spelemannslag will be taking 

the Sail Yell stage while Yell’s very own No 
Sweat promise a lively conclusion to events 
on Tuesday night. 

The Day Stage will also see a strong line 
up on Monday with Freda Leask and 
Shoormal preceding the opening ceremony 
and The Sea Shanty Boys, The Cullivoe 

Fiddlers, the Bluemull Choir, Meilo So & 
Co, Casino Feet and Rack ‘N’ Ruin & The 
Big Band. Tuesday’s day stage will host 
Merrie Dancers, Hansel, ZE2, Erin 
Sandison, Peter Blanker and Janice 
Armstrong, Maggie Adamson and finally 
the Sheila Henderson band. 

Contact:
Barry Nisbet or Emily Tulloch

Telephone 
07775 761149

Email: 
sailyell@yahoo.co.uk 

Tall Ships...

 ...Fact File

56 tall ships will visit 
Shetland before Race 

Two to Stavanger
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Whalsay hoping for German connection
Whalsay hopes the Alexander von 
Humboldt (above left) will join the 
festivities after her journey north on 
the Cruise in Company leg of the 
Tall Ships Races. The big three 
master, built in 1906 in Bremen, 
would be the largest of the Tall 
Ships participants to visit Da 
Bonnie Isle. Others joining the 
party are hoped to include six 
smaller boats which normally sail 
together. 

The Hanseatic Booth at 
Symbister should be of particular 
interest to the German contingent. 
As well as the booth, visitors can 
enjoy music and barbecues at the 
pier, with local band Black Pepper 
headlining the event at the boating 
club on Monday night. By that time 
20 yachts participating in the Tri-
Island race should have joined the 
party, prior to the arrival of the big 
ship the following day. For those 
who fancy a more sedate time 
ashore, bus tours and guided coastal 
walks will be laid on. 

Hungry visitors can expect a 
treat of locally caught fish and 
shellfish at the pierside marquee as 
well as bannocks, burgers, king 
ribs, chips and the like. There will 
also be face painting for the bairns. 
Whalsay women’s football club are 
also arranging a match against the 
visitors. It is planned that the 
pelagic trawler Serene will be open 
to the public. 

Contact: 
Kathleen Stewart

Telephone: 
(01806) 566337

Email: 
kathleen.stewart2@virgin.netSymbister Harbour will become the focal point for the Cruise in Company activities in Whalsay.  Photo: John Coutts

ACTIVITIES / EXCURSIONS

● Barbecues and farmers’ market 

● Live bands / local musicians  

● Small craft sea angling / boat cruises 

● Visits to the museum and Hanseatic booth 

/ archaeological tours 

● Guided walks / hillwalks including a trip 

to Whalsay’s highest hill (Ward of Clett) 

● Guided tour inside whitefish and pelagic 

boats 

ARTS AND CRAFTS

● Lessons on the art of bannock making and 

peat cutting 
● Wool spinning and knitting workshops 

● Bus tours / bus run to SHOARD, a shop 

full of bargains

Germany, 62.6m, Barque (3), 1906

A
CLASS

Alexander von Humboldt

Christian Radich
Norway, 73m, Full-Rigger, 1937

A
CLASS

Tall Ships...

 ...Fact File

46 young people 
from Shetland will sail 

on different ships

Queens Hotel
Grand Hotel

Shetland’s Premier Hotel Group

Tall Ships Races 2011 - Lerwick

QUEENS HOTEL  01595 692826  /  GRAND HOTEL  01595 695788

All day menus available (1200 -2000hrs)

Fine 
Dining

Lounge 
Bar

Bar 
Suppers

Seafood 
Restaurant

Bar 
Suppers

Fresh
Local
Produce
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Tall ships crews will plunge into UnstFest
The Tall Ships visit to Unst this weekend 
coincides with UnstFest, concluding a 
week of fun in the North Isles. Even the 
famous Unst bus shelter is Tall Ships 
themed this year, and a pirate raid on the 
shelter on Monday resulted in the capture 
of its resident hamsters – thenceforth 
known as Hamsters in Servitude! 

Tonight is open mic night at the Saxavord 
Resort, continuing a tradition that has 
proved very popular over the past two 
years. The resort is also the location for the 
Theatre Death Race – an idea picked up by 
Bethany Scott in India – and the participants 
will see the fruits of their (all night) labours 

onstage tonight along with readings of their 
scripts. There will also be an extreme 
ironing challenge – the latest X-sport craze 
to sweep Britain. 

The public will have the chance of a boat 
trip to Britain’s most northerly outcrop, 
Muckle Flugga, tomorrow and there will 
also be an attempt at noon at the Saxa 
Vord Astroturf to break the world record 
for the Palais Glide, which was set in 
Unst two years ago. Rollerwheels for the 
three and overs will be held at the leisure 
centre and a bus will be leaving Saxa 
Vord at 5pm for the Cullivoe Party on the 
Pier. 

There will be a family fun day, barbecue 
and music at Baltasound Hotel on Sunday 
with the Cullivoe to Baltasound leg of the 
Tri-Island yacht race leaving harbour on 
Sunday morning. There will be sailing of 
Pico dinghies at Unst Boating Club in the 
afternoon and a Uyeasound Galley Shed 
open day. Anglers will get the chance to 
cast in the all Unst trout fishing competition 
in the afternoon while there will be a 
toddler gym at the leisure centre. The finale 
is the UnstFest concert at Baltasound 
hall with the Freda Leask band and other 
acts. 

Yachts will leave on the Baltasound to 

Whalsay leg of the Tri-Island race on 
Monday and primary bairns will get the 
chance to take part in the Active Schools 
multi-activity and fun football games. 
There will also be an Unst family day picnic 
and activities at the school and a knitters 
and spinners workshop at the heritage 
centre. The day’s activities wind up with 
the Up-Helly-A’ themed Peerie Night Oot 
at Uyeasound hall. 

Tuesday is International Unst Day, also 
known as Happy Unst Day, and the Bell & 
Bullock Circus will be leaving the leisure 
centre for Mid Yell in the morning. There 
will be a mystery tour for Tall Ships crews 

and a Viking feast at night at Saxa Vord 
resort. Gladiators will be competing at 
the leisure centre at 6pm, before the 
Uyeasound and South Mainland Up-
Helly-A’ squads lead the carnival procession 
at 7pm. The night concludes with Orkney’s 
Silver Penguins providing the sounds at 
Baltasound hall.   

Contact: 
Ruth Grainger

Telephone: 
07532 237892

Email: 
ruthinunst2@btinternet.com

Baltasound hopes to play host to five or six tall ships.  Photo: John Coutts

In the hours of darkness on Monday two hamsters were kidnapped from the Unst Bus Shelter. Those responsible are believed to be 
the notorious “Unstfest Buccaneers”. A ransom note has been left demanding one thousand doubloons and a belly full of Valhalla 
Beer for their safe return. To follow the fate of Phil & Liz Hamster, check out the Unstfest Facebook page.  Photo: Ruth Grainger

UK, 44.42m, Barquentine (3), 1948

A
CLASS

Pelican of London

Jolie Brise
UK, 22.4m, Gaff Cutter, 1913

B
CLASS

DAY EVENTS ● Boat trips – enjoy a trip to Muckle Flugga and take in the spectacular scenery and 
birdlife of Hermaness along the way ● Guided walks – to the stunning nature reserves of Keen of Hamar and Hermaness 

● Extreme ironing competition – think of the most weird and wonderful place on the 
island to iron and capture yourself in action in a photograph ● Children’s activities – there’s a whole lot to interest the kids, including U Dance 
workshops, a family picnic, barbecue, music events, Pico racing, knock-out style 
tournament the Unbreakables and Gladiators at the local leisure centre ● Palais Glide – join in and see if the 2009 record of 196 people doing this easy to 
learn traditional dance can be beaten

EVENING EVENTS ● Open Mic Night at Saxa Vord promises an extravaganza of local talent  ● Peerie Night Oot is not to be missed with its Up-Helly-A’ theme. Sample some 
delicious local seafood and gain a real insight into the Up-Helly-A’ tradition.  ● Tuesday will see the fabulous carnival, including two squads in action, followed by 
hugely successful Orcadian band the Silver Penguins

Tall Ships...

 ...Fact File

More than 2,000
crew members will be on 
board the visiting ships
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Graduates from HIE placements invited 
to celebration on board Gulden Leeuw
Graduates who have undertaken 
placements in Shetland over the last 
15 years are being invited to a 
celebration of Shetland business 
and skills success at the Tall Ships 
Races from 21st-24th July in 
Lerwick.

Organised by the Shetland area 
office of Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE), an associate 
sponsor of the Tall Ships Races 
2011, the reception will celebrate 
the many achievements of past 
graduates in the modern Shetland 
economy.

HIE will be hosting a reception 
onboard the Gulden Leeuw, echoing 

the overall theme of the Tall Ships 
Races with its emphasis on young 
people, skills and training.

The event will also double up as 
a networking event for the many 
businesses, social enterprises and 
community groups that HIE is 
engaging with in Shetland.

Rachel Hunter of HIE said: 
“Supporting graduate placements is 
HIE’s longest running discretionary 
programme in Shetland and we 
have supported 107 graduates in 43 
businesses and social enterprises 
over the past 15 years. It is estimated 
that more than two thirds of all 
graduates who have been placed on 

the programme have continued to 
stay and work in Shetland, with 
many of them now running their 
own businesses or having senior 
roles in the public and private 
sector.”

Between 1995 and 2005 the 
Graduate into Fisheries programme 
in Shetland was able to make a 
significant contribution to the 
develop ment of the local fisheries 
industry thanks to the skills of 
recent graduates.

Graduates spent a year in a host 
company or organisation to the 
mutual benefit of both. It had been 
recognised at that time that small 

and medium enterprises in this 
sector could benefit from the range 
of management and technical 
knowledge skills that a graduate 
could bring and HIE’s support 
reduced the risk of taking on an 
untried graduate.

Securing their first post-
university job is an important 
step for any graduate and HIE’s 
programmes aims to retain talent 
in the area. A review which 
highlighted the success of the 
Graduate into Fisheries programme 
in 2005 resulted in the widening of 
the programme across all Shetland’s 
key sectors.

Fair Isle kep bartering at the 
heart of busy programme
“We just need fine weather and away we go,” 
said Fair Isle Cruise in Company contact Jimmy 
Stout of the forthcoming events where up to 18 
tall ships are scheduled to pay a visit.

Catering for cruise visitors has stood the Fair 
Isle folk in good stead for receiving the friendly 
invasion of an expected 200 sailors – not 
counting the crew of the Sorlandet, which will 
have to anchor outside the harbour on account 
of her size. 

“It’s all looking very good and we have had a 
big clean up and tidy up around the North 
Harbour which will have a lasting effect into the 
future.” 

According to Mr Stout, Fair Isle has been 
energised by the focus on the Tall Ships Races. 
“There’s been a lot of enthusiasm to get things 
done. It’s been a spur and a big commitment. We 
will be catering for four times the usual 
population.” 

Among the other expected visiting ships and 
yachts will be: Camelot, Sirma, St Iv, Miles to 
Go, Constantia, Zenobe Gramme, Jens Krogh, 
Spaniel, Tomidi, Ocean Spirit of Moray and 
Prolific. As well as the many adventures to be 
had by regular visitors to Fair Isle, music and 
barbecues lasting into the night will entertain the 
visiting crews. 

Fair Isle keps will be bartered.

Fair Isle aims to give visitors a real taste of the 
culture, history and wildlife of the islands with 
guided tours to the museum and lighthouse 
and guided walks and talks focusing on local 
archaeology, meteorology, wild flowers, spin ning 
wheels, traditional yoals and Fair Isle chairs. 

There will be a fascinating walk to the world-
renowned Fair Isle Bird Observatory for a talk 
and slide show. Fair Isle will also be taking on 

the “Rest of the World” at football and throughout 
the two days the community hall will be offering 
snacks and lunch. A photo gallery and rolling 
slideshow will also be showcased. Visitors also 
have the chance to discover and buy the many 
local crafts, including the world famous Fair Isle 
knitwear.

A two-day filming and music workshop with 
artist and musician Conrad Ivitsky has been 
lined up for the children: budding creatives are 
invited to put together a short Sagas and Sea 
Lanes film, exploring their response to the 
visiting ships. 

An undoubted highlight will be the barter of 
hand knitted Fair Isle keps, produce and other 
goods with the crew of the Sorlandet, bringing 
to life the practices of yesteryear. Later on, the 
party will continue with a barbecue, dancing, 
singing and socialising. Everyone can enjoy the 
rich sounds of musicians and the Inge Thomson 
band as they play into the night. 

Contact: 
Jimmy Stout

Telephone: 
(01595) 760222

Email: 
j.w.stout@btinternet.com

Among the activities in Fair Isle will be a talk about the new bird observatory.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

Netherlands, 46.03m, Brig, 2008

A
CLASS

Morgenster

Jens Krogh
Denmark, 23.9m, Gaff Ketch, 1899

B
CLASS

ACTIVITIES:

● Tours to the museum and lighthouse with an experienced guide 

● Guided walks / talks – learn about the local archaeology, 

meteorology, wild flowers, spinning wheels, traditional yoals and Fair 

Isle chairs 
● Fair Isle Bird Observatory – a fascinating walk to the world-renowned 

observatory for a talk and slide show 

● Football matches – get into the competitive spirit and choose a team 

to support as Fair Isle takes on the “Rest of the World” 

● Community hall – snacks and lunch and a rolling slideshow and photo 

gallery. Discover and buy the many local crafts, including the famous 

knitwear, for which the islanders are renowned 

● Filming and music workshop with artist and musician Conrad Ivitsky

● Fair Isle to Tall Ships barter – exciting cultural exchange as hand-

knitted keps, fresh produce and postcards from the school are 

exchanged with the international crews

Tall Ships...

 ...Fact File

Fair Isle will be 
Shetland’s most popular 
Cruise in Company port

LHD MARINE SUPPLIES
Tel. 01595 692379

Tall Ships
Opening Hours

THURSDAY, 21st JULY
8am - 7pm

FRIDAY, 22nd JULY
8am - 7pm

SATURDAY, 23rd JULY
8am - 5pm

SUNDAY, 24th JULY
9am - 1pm

Please Note:
The Shop Fuel Tank will be positioned 
at the Wire Store (Holmsgarth) from 
Monday 18th to Monday 25th July

Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-12.30pm; 2pm-4.30pm

Saturday, 9am-12.30pm
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Energetic community spirit sure to give 
visitors party to remember in Scalloway
Scalloway’s Summer Street Party 
kicks off today and continues until 
Thursday. It will feature a wide 
range of traditional and modern 
music, dance, drumming and 
community events. During this 
time the Fraser Park open day will 
bring the whole community out to 
welcome the visiting ships and 
provide a feast of fun and games 
for young and old. 

The picturesque fishing port has 
an energetic community spirit at 
its core. As a guest harbour of the 
Tall Ships Races, the town has 
organised a wonderful line-up 
of events, which will showcase 
the charms of the village and its 
healthy seafood industry – and also 
demonstrate it very much knows 
how to host a party. 

For three days, you’ll be spoilt 
for choice.

The gala princess will be 
crowned at 5.45pm today before 
she officially opens the event at 
7pm, accompanied by the Edin-
burgh Postal Pipe Band. There is 
also an inter-island, inter-town 
football match between Scalloway 
and Stromness at the Fraser Park. 
Then follows a night of music at 
the waterfront stage as well as 
Scalloway hall and the boating 
club. The waterfront stage will 
keep the music pumping until 
Monday with “the best of Shet-
land’s musical talent” and a 
resident DJ. 

And for the energetic and 
able tomorrow morning the “strong 
men” of Scalloway and Burra will 
compete in the traditional piano-
smashing contest at 10.30am. 
Tomorrow is also the beginning 
of the street party with stalls, 
attractions, craft, food and drink 
producers on the pier and an all 
day barbecue and licensed bar in 
Fraser Park.  

According to the organisers, the 
Summer Street Party will “bring 
the centre of the village alive and 
will be a focus for all the musical 
entertainment”. Meanwhile the 
Gala Survivors Concert at the 

Scalloway will be the scene for a big party to mark the arrival of the ships.  
Photo: Peter Johnson

Aestaewast will be one of many acts performing at the waterfront stage.  Photo: Kenneth Shearer

Roll up and name the bear
A specially designed one-off Burra Bear, made by 
Wendy Inkster, has been produced to commemorate 
the arrival of The Tall Ships Races 2011 in 
Lerwick.

Children and families are being asked to “Guess the 
Name of the Burra Bear” in an effort to win this 
exclusive design of the famous Shetland bear as part 
of the family celebrations which will take place 
throughout the course of the weekend.

Using material designed by local design graduate 
Hilary Seatter, the Burra Bear’s design incorporates 
many of the themes of the Tall Ships including the 
colours of the Shetland flag, the Jolly Roger and the 
anchor style pattern.

Wendy has been making Burra Bears since 1997, 
using pure Shetland wool knitted into the highly 
distinctive and sought after Fair Isle patterns, each one 
producing a very individual bear. Each of the bears is 
given a Shetland name to reflect their personality and 
Hilary has been given the task of naming this very 
special bear to mark the Tall Ships event in Shetland.

Hilary’s chosen name for the bear is a closely 
guarded secret and will be announced at 5pm on 
Sunday 24th July.

For a chance to win this exclusive Burra Bear, please 
register your guess at the fun and games stall which 
will be located on Albert Wharf from Thursday 21st 
July until Sunday 24th July.

boating club promises to be a 
cracker of an event, with an eclectic 
range of music lined up, including 
Caithness band the Chicken Pick-
ers as well as traditional folk from 
locals May & Mackie. There’s also 

the Family Night Concert and Pop-
eye’s charity fund-raiser featuring 
music from local and visiting 
artists. 

The Summer Fire Festival on 
Monday will mark the spectacular 

climax of what will be “an 
un forgettable weekend”. Jarls’ 
squads from the past seven years 
will march in the parade, led 
by the Edinburgh Postal Pipe 
Band, along with all the regular 
squads. Ships’ crews and visitors 
are also invited to take part in 
the procession and join the 
squads as they carry flaming 
torches through the streets 
behind the galley to the burning 
site. 

Contact: 
Davie Sandison

Telephone: 
(01595) 880317 / 

07801 792830
Email: 

daviesandison@aol.com

DAY EVENTS AND TOURS (Friday 15th - Tuesday 19th July) ● Official opening – the newly crowned gala princess and her attendants open the festivities● New Scalloway Museum – a special maritime exhibition, showcasing The Shetland Bus and an extensive display of maritime artefacts ● NAFC Marine Centre tours – take a tour of the state-of-the art facilities, including a chance to try out its bridge simulator 
● Scalloway’s annual piano bashing contest – watch neighbouring Burra and Scalloway battle it out ● Tall Ships football challenge – some friendly inter-island rivalry  
● Children’s activities – a whole host of activities to interest the kids, from inflatables and entertainment to storytelling and the gala pet show ● Farmers’ market and craft fair – sample some delicious local fare and buy local crafts ● Paddling in Spirit Dancer – take a paddling trip aboard this visiting 40-foot traditional North American canoe ● Waterfront stage – an all day music programme on Main Street 

● Traditional music and dance – head to the Muckle Yard on Saturday for traditional music and Shetland folk dancing 
ACTIVITIES / EXCURSIONS ● Guided tours – Scalloway Castle ● NAFC Marine Centre ● Local boat tours to Scalloway Isles ● Scalloway Summer Street Party and Gala, with many musical and community entertainments ● Fraser Park open day – community fun and games ● Scalloway Boating Club – party for visiting ships and crews ● Scalloway art trail

Netherlands, 36.05m, Gaff Schooner (2), 1916
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Tecla
Netherlands, 35.9m, Gaff Ketch (2), 1915

B
CLASS

Tall Ships...

 ...Fact File

Scalloway is one of 12
guest ports for the 

Cruise in Company leg

01595 690069

24 HOUR SERVICE
4b Blackhill Industrial Estate, Lerwick, Shetland, ZE1 0PZ

Email: info@shetlandtaxis.co.uk   (12 hour notice required for e-bookings)

www.shetlandtaxis.co.uk
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Poland, 49.52m, Barquentine (3), 1980
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Norway, 16.52m, Gaff Ketch, 1893
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Tall Ships...

 ...Fact File

There will be more 

than 100 local 
music performances

Please join us at the 
Tall Ships Races 2011 –      

Cruise in Company
Guest Harbour – Yell
All events at Cullivoe

Pier Area, Yell

‘Sail Yell Stage’ – Monday 18th July

The Chair (Orkney) 
Fullsceilidh Spelemannslag

Admission £12 adults, £8 under 16s
PAY ON DOOR

Buses leave Lerwick Viking bus station 19.30 arrive 
Cullivoe 21.05. Buses leave Cullivoe 01.00 arrive 

Lerwick Viking bus station 03.00

Exciting daytime programme – details at
www.tallshipsraceslerwick.com/yell

search ‘sail yell’ on Facebook for regular updates
Buses leave Viking bus station 10.00 arrive Cullivoe 

12.05. Buses leave Cullivoe 18.30 arrive Lerwick 20.30

Limited spaces available, book now to avoid 
disappointment! All buses £12.50 return, buses must be 

booked with Robert Jamieson on 01957 744214.
Evening buses must be paid in advance

Seawinds
pop-up gallery

Ruth Brownlee – Paintings
Mary Fraser – Shetland Bookbinder

45 Commercial Street, Lerwick
(adjacent to Queens Hotel - Bains Beach)

open: daily 10am - 5pm

21st 
to 
24th 
July

Take day out for culture study
Adding to the programme of events during the Tall Ships week, the Centre 
for Nordic Studies is inviting Shetland residents and visitors alike to their 
new Viking Culture Summer School running over five days from 19th to 
23rd July.

The summer school encompasses lectures by expert speakers, as well as 
guided tours to Viking sites in Unst and other parts of Shetland, and 
participants will learn about a wide variety of issues concerning the daily 
life and culture of the Norse people who once inhabited Shetland. 

Although now fully booked for the week-long programme, day rates are 
still available for individual days, please get in touch with Silke or Andrew 
at the Centre for Nordic Studies in Scalloway (01595) 772494/5 or email 
cns@orkney.uhi.ac.uk to make a booking. To download a leaflet with the 
full programme just go to www.nordic.uhi.ac.uk.

THE TALL SHIPS RACES 2011 – 
LERWICK OUTLINE EVENT PROGRAMME 

● Family entertainment, live music, food, arts and crafts throughout 
the duration of the event 

Wednesday 20th July:
● Cultural/sports programme for participating crew arriving early 

Thursday 21st July:
● Cultural/sports programme for participating crews
● Crew parade between Victoria Pier and Holmsgarth
● Welcoming ceremony and prize-giving at Holmsgarth
● Live music and entertainment at Holmsgarth and Victoria Pier
● Club marquee at Laurenson Quay 

Friday 22nd July:
● Cultural/sports programme for participating crews
● Live music and entertainment at Holmsgarth and Victoria Pier
● Headline concert The Levellers + support at Holmsgarth (sold out)
● Club marquee at Laurenson Quay 

Saturday 23rd July:
● Cultural/sports programme for participating crews
● Live music and entertainment at Holmsgarth and Victoria Pier
● Headline concert Bjorn Again + support at Holmsgarth
● Fireworks over Lerwick harbour at 11.50pm
● Club marquee at Laurenson Quay 

Sunday 24th July:
● Parade of sail
● Live music and entertainment at Holmsgarth and Victoria Pier
● 5-6.30pm: start of Race 2 to Stavanger, timed by class of vessel

Hectic time for entertainments 
maestro as curtain up looms
The last six months has been a 
hectic period for family enter-
tainment co-ordinator Jacqui 
Clark who has been organising 
an eye-watering line up of events 
and entertainments for the Tall 
Ships. 

“There really is an awful lot 
going on over the four days and 
as much as possible we have 
tried to keep things local,” she 
told The Shetland Times. Jacqui 
has been working along with SIC 
youth services who are helping 
with staffing and have brought 
in young folk trained in face 
painting. 

Fun events and happenings will 
be taking place throughout two 
main spaces. Albert Wharf will be 
the centre for fun fair style games 
while Club Marquee @ Laurenson 
Quay (beside the fish market) will 
host performances. 

And those strolling throughout 
the event will discover delights 
suitable for all ages. The Fun and 
Games stall will be home to a Burra 
Bear knitted specially for the Tall 
Ships – guess his name. People 
can also guess the location of a 
photograph snapped by talented 
local lensman Mark Sinclair. In 
addition there will be a tombola and 
guess the amount of Puffin Poo in a 
jar. A pirate ship made out of withies 
will be on display and there is a 
graffiti chalk wall. There are 
activities like the inflatable egg and 
spoon race and inflatable tennis. 
Meanwhile large furry creatures 
will be roaming the site and if 
anyone fancies getting their photo 
with them, they can have an instant 
memory to take away. 

Also constantly on the move will 
be a troupe of have professional 
London street performers dressed 
as mythical sea creatures who will 
be stilt walking, performing acro-
batics and other activities. 

The programme for Club Mar-
quee includes Davie Cooper telling 
the Selkie Story accompanied by a 
shadow puppet show and clowns 
Bell & Bullock with a pirate 
themed performance, which is their 
speciality. There is also a Dance 
Mat Challenge for Tall Ship crews 
and public, while on Sunday at 
3pm is a big pirate dance off 
where people are invited to come as 

Young people from all over Shetland who won a competition star in the Tall Ships opening 
ceremony undertaking rehersals.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

Lerwick businesses to open late and 
on Sunday hoping for repeat of 1999
Shetland is waking up with the buzz of the 
imminent arrival of the tall ships. “If it is like 
last time in 1999 it will be a really good 
weekend,” said chairman of Lerwick Town 
Centre Association Harry Jamieson. 

“The whole of Shetland is looking forward to 
it. You can feel the buzz now of folk looking 
forward to it.”

The association, which is a sponsor of the Tall 
Ships event, has put flower baskets along the 
street and was this week in the process of putting 
up banners and bunting welcoming the ships and 
visitors. 

According to Mr Jamieson, business has 
picked up on Commercial Street over the past 
week, but the real busy streak will be in the week 
following the Tall Ships, if trends follow those of 
the last event. He explained this was because 

many of the visitors from all over the world 
stayed on after the departure of the ships and that 
was when they had the time to do their 
shopping. 

Harry’s Department Store is one of the official 
outlets for Tall Ships merchandise and among its 
range of goods and souvenirs is commemorative 
crystal glasses, mugs, plates, candleholders, tea 
towels and ornaments. 

Following a meeting on Tuesday the 
association has recommended its members stay 
open from 9am till 7pm on Wednesday to 
Saturday and 11am to 5pm on Sunday. “Some 
will be staying open longer,” Mr Jamieson 
added. 

Shetland Jewellery is meanwhile stocking 
the official range of Tall Ships jewellery 
available on silver and gold – each piece with a 

special descriptive card for the line. Among 
the items are brooches, pendants, earrings and 
cufflinks. 

The firm will have a stall on Victoria Pier and 
its Commercial Street shop will be open till 7pm 
in the evening and from 2 to 5pm on Sunday. The 
Weisdale workshop will also be open to visitors 
from 9am till 5pm.  

The special line of jewellery, many pieces of 
which sport a tall ship in semi-relief, was designed 
by the firm in conjunction with the Tall Ships 
committee.  

Shetland Jewellery manager Ken Rae hoped 
that the success of 1999 would be repeated this 
year. “We were on the ball with this and came up 
early with designs that got the seal of approval. 
In the previous Tall Ships we did a special range 
and it sold very well,” he added.

pirates and take part in a dance 
competition. 

The main stage at Victoria pier 
will have a couple of plays aimed at 
youngsters and young families. 

Winnie and Her Great Big Suitcase
has been written by Jacqui Clark 
and stars Catriona Thomson who 
has just graduated in acting from 
Telford College. Also on the stage 

will be a puppet show called Bertie 
and Patience directed by John 
Haswell. This hilarious drama is set 
in a crow’s nest and targeted at 
bairns young and old.

Folk urged to take care
Police and coastguards are urging revellers at the Tall Ships events to ensure 
they are safe if they are watching ships and not to drink too much alcohol.

Northern Constabulary area commander Les Donaldson said: “Public 
safety is a key priority for the force. There will be many visitors to the area 
during the period of the Tall Ships event and police want people to enjoy 
the event safely and securely.

“Look after yourself and look out for others. Remember that alcohol and 
water don’t mix well! Don’t take chances with your life by going out on the 
water when under the influence of alcohol. You wouldn’t drink and drive 
– don’t drink and sail!”

Nigel Stafford of the British Red Cross said: “The residents of the 
Northern Isles know only too well that the air and sea temperatures are 
colder than mainland Britain – Shetland is almost in the Arctic Ocean. 
However, many of the people attending will not be from the Northern Isles 
and may not be aware of the colder air and water temperatures. People 
should consider the dangers of drinking in close proximity to water and the 
danger of falling whilst transferring between the boats and the pier.”

Neville Davis of Shetland Coastguard said: “The Parade of Sail [next 
Sunday] is a spectacular event but please don’t try and get a better view by 
going too close to cliff edges as they can be crumbly or slippery when wet. 
If you are setting out to sea to escort the fleet out of Lerwick, the [Maritime 
Coastguard Agency] recommends that you wear lifejackets at all times 
whilst on deck. These should be well maintained and should have a 
sprayhood, light, and whistle if possible.”
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Extraordinary experience for young sail 
trainees as they enjoy spirit of the sea
Forty six young people from all over 
Shetland are taking part in the sail 
training experience with placements 
on seven tall ships during The Tall 
Ships Races 2011. 

They were chosen by Sail Train-
ing Shetland from over 60 applicants 
between the ages of 15 and 25 and 
were deemed to be those who would 
benefit the most.

Some trainees have previous 
experience and are very confident, 
others want to make the sea their 
career. But many, according to the 
selectors, have never sailed before 
but were picked because they were 
“willing to try”. 

Taking part in a voyage could be 
quite frightening for the inexperi-
enced, especially when the ship is 
out of sight of land, but gradually, 
say selectors, “the trainees’ confi-
dence comes on and their skill levels 
go up”.

The 56 ships taking part vary 
considerably – on some the trainees 
sleep in hammocks, on others they 
have bunks –  and sailing on a large 
class A ship (over 40m) is very 
different from sailing on a smaller 
one. On Shetland’s own training 
ship Swan, a class B ship (less than 
40m) which has berths for 15, people 
get to know each other really well, 
whereas on a vessel such as the 
Christian Radich with up to 50 
people on board, trainees only mix 
with people on their own watch.

But selectors say all participants 
will gain from the experience, and 
recommend: “Everyone should do 
it.”

Four years of preparation have 
gone into the Tall Ships Races, 
which started with the bid for 
Lerwick to become to a host port. 

Project manager of Tall Ships 
Races 2011 Lerwick Fiona Dally 
said: “We’re really excited to see all 
the hard work coming together. 
We’ve recruited a number of volun-
teers who are vital to the success of 
the event, and the support from the 

Trainees on the Waterford to Greenock leg were (back from left): Craig Odie, Solbjorn Einarsson, Adam Johnson, Scott Sandison and Calum Marshall. Front: 
Bethany Scott, David Noblett, Connall Thomason and Ian Priest.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

business community for sponsorship 
has been vital. From first-hand expe-
ri ence it’s great to see the trainees 
enjoying it so much and look for-
ward to put a fantastic programme 
on for all the trainees who arrive 
from all over the world next week.” 

Fellow member of the organising 
committee and chairman of Sail 
Training Shetland Peter Malcolmson 
said: “I’m delighted to see 46 young 
folk going away on the adventure of 
a lifetime.” However this will not be 
the last chance young people would 

have to go sailing, he said – Sail 
Training Shetland has already been 
organising trips on the Swan and 
other tall ships for three years and 
would continue. 

“This won’t be the last chance to 
go on a tall ship. Our legacy from 
the Tall Ships Races will be to ensure 
young people get the opportunity in 
future.” People of all abilities, 
including those with mental and 
physical disabilities, can take part. 

The first group of trainees, 
equipped, as they all are, with 

matching T-shirts, left Shetland on 
1st July, followed by the second 
group on Sunday. More will leave 
during the Parade of Sail and the 
final group will go on 29th July. 

Craig Odie, 17, 
Voe, Race 1, 

Waterford to Greenock
Craig was on the Swan for the 

Tall Ships first race between 
Waterford and Greenock, and 
“couldn’t wait” to get started.

He has just left Brae High School 
and is destined for a career as an 
engineer in the Merchant Navy, 
starting a course at NAFC Marine 
Centre in September.

Craig is keen on all seafaring 
pursuits, going dinghy sailing twice 
a week at Brae, helping in the rescue 
boat at weekends and going yacht 
racing as well. He was “absolutely 
ecstatic” when he heard he had been 
picked for the Swan, a boat he has 
been on a couple of times before. 

When not messing around in 

boats, Craig plays computer 
games.

Calum Marshall, 17, 
South Nesting, Race 1
Calum took part in the first race, 

from Waterford to Greenock, on 
board the Swan. He has already 
experienced life on board the historic 
boat in several school trips and when 
he saw the Swan featured at the 
Careers Convention he signed up

(Continued on next page)

Offi cial merchandise stalls are also located at Albert Wharf and Holmsgarth Arena. 
Open 10.00 - 19.00 (Thursday - Sunday) and available to buy online at: 

www.thecameracentre.net

OFFICIAL MERCHANDISE AVAILABLE FROM:
HARRY’S
DEPARTMENT
STORE LTD

www.thecameracentre.net

THE CAMERA CENTRE
09.00 - 17.00 (Mon/Tue/Wed)
09.00 - 19.00 (Thurs/Fri/Sat/Sun)
72 Commercial Street, Lerwick

INTERSPORT
09.00 - 17.00 (Mon/Tue/Wed)
09.00 - 19.00 (Thurs/Fri/Sat)
167 Commercial Street, Lerwick

CEE AND JAYS
09.00 - 17.00 (Mon/Tue/Wed)
09.00 - 19.00 (Thurs/Fri/Sat)
5 Commercial Road, Lerwick

HARRY’S DEPARTMENT STORE
09.00 - 17.30 (Mon - Tue)
09.00 - 20.00 (Wed - Fri)
09.00 - 19.00 (Sat)
11.00 - 17.00 (Sun)
The Esplanade, Lerwick

J.G.RAE LTD
09.00 - 17.00 (Mon/Tue/Wed)
09.00 - 19.00 (Thurs/Fri/Sat)
14.00 - 17.00 (Sun)
92 Commercial Street, Lerwick

SHETLAND
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(Continued from previous page)
again. The previous trips were a 
“very interesting experience”, he 
said, and rough weather does not 
bother him.

He has built up his fitness by 
cycling, playing badminton and 
especially by the long expedition 
walks he has been required to do for 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s award – he 
is halfway through the silver medal. 
His other interests are playing the 
guitar and computing.

Calum is in his final year at 
Anderson High School studying 
maths, computing, physics and 
chemistry and hopes to take earth 
sciences at university. 

David Noblett, 16, 
Lerwick, Race 1

David was one of the youngest 
trainees on the Swan and relatively 
inexperienced. Although he has been 
on yachts and dinghies before, he 
has never been involved in the 
actually handling a boat and said: “I 
would love to learn to sail.”

A sixth year pupil at Anderson 
High School studying languages and 
geography, he was encouraged to 

apply for the Tall Ships Races by 
others who had taken part. He said: 
“Events like this have an impact on 
how you see the world. I’m waiting 
to see how I benefit. I’m very 
excited.”

David, who moved to Shetland 
with his family in 2007, said he was 
interested in travel and plays the 
drums and guitar. Being in Shetland 
has “helped my enthusiasm” for 
music, he said. “It’s so much better 
here being surrounded by so much 
music.” 

Solbjorn Einarsson, 23, 
Walls, Race 1

With a fishing tradition in the 
family it was natural Sol should 
apply for a nautical experience. At 
nearly 24 he is one of the oldest 
of the sail trainees, and thinks 
the selectors may have been looking 
for someone “older, wiser and 
more mature – but they got me 
instead”.

Sol, who is half Faroese, has just 
finished his four-year training with 
BP and works as a trainee operator 
at Sullom Voe Terminal, making 
sure the 24/7 operation runs 

smoothly. He previously worked at 
the West Mainland Leisure Centre, 
where as well as lifeguarding he 
indulged his great interest, the plant 
room, checking chlorine and Ph 
levels and so on. This experience, he 
feels, helped him secure the sought-
after BP apprenticeship.

There is no plant on the Europa
but plenty of physical work, and Sol 
had built up his fitness with weight 
lifting, badminton, basketball and 
swimming. He has done some 
sailing and once, as a young boy, 
came third in the Walls Regatta.

“There are no negative points, 
unless you don’t like sailing!” 
Meeting new people would be a plus 
for him, he said.

Rachel Sansom, 16, 
Walls, Cruise in Company

Rachel confesses to being “a little 
bit nervous” about her trip on the 
Swan from Greenock to Shetland as 
she has never been sailing before, 
although she was once a passenger 
on the vessel when at primary 
school. 

She said: “I thought it would be a 
good experience, it’s the best time to 

do it as the tall ships are coming to 
Shetland. I’m hoping it will give me 
some good memories and think it 
will broaden my horizons.”

Her father has done a lot of sailing 
and her brother has previously been 
on a tall ship and they encouraged 
her to apply. “I’m not sure what it 
involves,” she said, “but I’ll follow 
instructions.”

Rachel is a fifth year pupil at 
Anderson High School, studying 
English, French, geography and 
chemistry, and also plays the piano.

Heather Gray, 18, 
Unst, Cruise in Company

Heather has previously sailed on 
the Swan from Greenock to Belfast 
and said it was “brilliant” to be able 
to do it again. This time she will be 
on the non-competitive leg from 
Greenock to Lerwick. She made 
some “really good friends” last time 
and hopes to do the same again, 
recalling the camaraderie of her last 
trip where the loser at card games 
had to clean the toilet.

Heather is quite fit from working 
the sheep on the family croft, rowing 
and fishing, and she is not worried 

by rough weather: “It’s more 
exciting, more fun.”

Since leaving school last year she 
has been on an Access to Nursing 
course at Shetland College and will 
soon go to Robert Gordon University 
to further her nursing studies.

Robert Gray, 15, 
Unst, Cruise in Company

The brother of Heather, Robert 
will also be on the Swan. He has had 
one previous trip on the vessel, to 
Norway, and said: “It should be 
good fun, hopefully – I had that 
much fun last time.”

A fifth year pupil at Anderson 
High School, Robert is studying 
physics, chemistry, information 
systems, technological studies and 
English. When not busy with his 
studies and enjoys working with 
sheep. He is “excited” about the trip, 
he said, and looking forward to 
meeting new folk.

Drew Manson, 15, 
Brae, Cruise in Company

Drew will be on the Swan for the 
Cruise in Company leg. Although he 

has never been on the vessel before 
he has had lots of sailing experience 
at Delting Boating Club, and is there-
fore quite confident about the trip.

A pupil at Brae High School, 
where he is studying science, history 
and German, he said: “I love sailing, 
it’s a very large part of my life.” 
People who had already sailed on 
the Swan told him it was a “great 
experience”, and this made him keen 
to join. “I had to be on it this year, 
I’m old enough.”

Besides sailing, Drew likes 
playing hockey and reading, and 
said: “I’m very excited, really 
looking forward to it.”

Kylie Wood, 20, 
Lerwick, Race 2, 

Lerwick to Stavanger
Kylie is one of the trainees on the 

Sørlandet – but has no sailing 
experience whatsoever. She decided 
to apply for a place on a tall ship 
while doing an assignment on how 
the races are marketed as part of her 
marketing and sports studies degree 
at Stirling University.

Kylie said: “I have a little bit of 
an idea about what to expect, it will 

Blend of nerves and anticipation among

The Wylde Swan, a 56.8m Dutch schooner, is carrying two Shetland sail trainees on the Cruise in Company leg.

Shetland’s favourite
rental company.

Shetland’s favourite
rental company.

Agents For:

At Star Car our aim is to provide
a friendly and reliable service,
along with outstanding value for
money. With a large, modern
fleet of 3 and 5 door cars,
saloons, estates, 4x4’s, MPV’s
and Mini-buses.

• Office Facilities in the 
Sumburgh Airport Terminal

• Personal and friendly service
• Modern, reliable fleet
• Minibus and 4x4 hire
• Unlimited mileage in Shetland
• Special holiday / weekend 

rates in winter
• Baby and child seats available
• Delivery and collection service

Star Rent-a-Car Limited
22 Commercial Road, Lerwick

ZE1 0LX
(Lerwick) T. 01595 692075    

F. 01595 693964
(Sumburgh Airport)

T. 01950 460444    
F. 01950 460084

E. admin@starrentacar.co.uk
www.starrentacar.co.uk

Ship and Boat Repair  /  Voe Boats and Boat Building  /  Covered and Uncovered Slipways  /  Marine 
Engineering  /  Welding and Fabrication  /  Diving Services  /  Ships Chandlery  /  Engineering Stores

Malakoff Limited, North Ness, Lerwick, Shetland, ZE1 0LZ  –  Tel. 01595 695544
enquiries@malakoffl imited.co.uk

Wishing good luck to all participating

in the Tall Ships Races 2011
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all be new but I’m looking forward 
to it. I am nervous but excited, it will 
be an adventure of a lifetime.”

Will she cope with sleeping in a 
hammock? “I think I’ll like it, I like 
camping and outdoors activities.” 
This includes going to T in the Park 
and taking part in various sports, 
especially netball: “I’m happy when 
I’m active, I prefer being on the 
move to sitting around.” In general 
she envisages the trip to be “tough 
but motivating”.

Kylie has recently taken up run-
ning and took part in the Edinburgh 
half marathon. She is also keen 
on badminton and swimming – it 
helped having sporty parents who 
took the family on adventurous 
pursuits such as rock climbing. 
“Anything like that appeals to me,” 
said Kylie.

Jack Henderson, 18, 
Lerwick, Race 2

Jack has a place on the Sørlandet
and is looking forward to it – he 
sailed on the Swan from Greenock 
to Belfast two years ago and enjoyed 
it so much he wanted another trip on 
a sail training vessel.

He is very keen on the sea, with 
windsurfing and sea kayaking 
among his favourite sports, and he 
also plays badminton and football.

Jack has just finished at the 
Anderson High School and since he 
left he has been to Sweden, taking 
his fiddle with him (he also plays the 
guitar and mandolin). But he won’t 
be taking his fiddle on the Sørlandet
– trainees are required to go on 
watch during the night and catch up 
with their sleep whenever possible.

Jack said: “I’m not nervous at all. 
I had a good time last time [on the 
Swan], it’s better to be part of a team 
not just a passenger. You get to know 
the people on board really well, I 
really enjoyed it and applied again.” 
He is still in touch with people he 
met on the Swan, he said.

After the summer he will be 
going to Edinburgh University to 
study medicine.

Symone Duddy, 18, 
Sumburgh, Race 2

Symone, who left the Anderson 
High School last year and is now 
doing relief social care and youth 
work, applied for the Tall Ships 

Races because she had enjoyed trips 
on the Swan so much.

She said: “It was an eye-opener, 
it boosted my confidence.” The crew 
members bonded like a family, she 
said, and the movement of the boat 
“rocked you to sleep”. On other days 
it was “so peaceful, there was no 
stress, all you’ve got to worry about 
is your watch”.

Symone said she “loves to learn” 
and enjoyed finding out about all the 
sails and the workings of the boat. 

She also likes a challenge: “I love 
anything adventurous”, such as run-
ning, swimming and rock climbing, 
and this time will be on a bigger 
ship, the Sørlandet.  

In general she feels that she 
gained a lot of self-fulfilment from 
the experience and recommends it. 
“It was just amazing, more people 
should do it. It would be good for 
people who’ve had a tough time, it 
would be a good way of getting them 
to believe in themselves and make 
friends.”

Symone is about to take on 
another challenge – in October she 
heads for Thailand to teach English 
in a school.

Rory Goodlad, 15, 
Quarff, Race 2

Fifteen-year-old Rory Goodlad is 
one of the youngest Shetlanders 
taking part but is also one of the 
most experienced. A keen dinghy 
sailor, he has already been to 
Norway on charter trips on the Swan
and wanted “a bit more adventure” 
on a bigger ship.

He “really enjoyed” the Swan, 
doing the physical work and 
midnight watches, and the thought 
of sleeping in a hammock on the 
Sørlandet “will all add to the 
experience”.

He has been looking forward to 
the trip for some time, he said – in 
fact he is so keen he actually applied 
for a place on a tall ship last year 
when he was below the minimum 
age limit.

Rory, who also plays the drums, 
will be able to indulge his love of the 
sea in his future career, which he 
plans to be as a deck officer in the 
Merchant Navy, following in a 
family tradition. He has already left 
Sandwick Junior High School and

(Continued on next page)

islanders bound for high seas adventure

The 64.2m Norwegian full-rigger Sørlandet will play host to many of the isles sail trainees in the Shetland to Stavanger race.

Two Shetland trainees are sailing on the 58.8m Dutch schooner 
Eendracht in the Cruise and Company leg.

All at GEORGE ROBERTSON LTD
would like to wish everybody

an enjoyable and
successful 2011 Tall Ships Race

keep an eye on next week’s paper

for exclusive Tall Ships deals!

PARTNER & PROUD 
SPONSORS OF THE 
2011 TALL SHIPS

Gallery open:  Tuesdays, Th ursdays
and Saturdays 11am-5pm

Other times by appointment
61 Commercial Street. Lerwick Shetland. ZE1 0AB

Tel. +44 1595 697374  www.vailafi neart.co.uk
Email: info@vailafi neart.co.uk
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THE TALL SHIPS 
RACES 2011

LERWICK

OFFICIAL PROGRAMME
ON SALE NOW
AVAILABLE AT A VARIETY

OF LOCAL OUTLETS
As a must buy guide to the Tall Ships,
Programme highlights include:

● Full details on Visiting Tall Ships
● Music programme
● Family Entertainment programme
● General Event Information
● Event Maps

The Offi cial Programme has been designed and printed by Millgaet Media Ltd.

TICKET EXCHANGE FOR 
TALL SHIPS CONCERT 

WRISTBANDS
All ticket holders

for the Levellers concert
on Friday, 22nd July

and Bjorn Again Concert
on Saturday, 23rd July

are advised that concert wristbands will be available for collection from 
the Event Information Point at Victoria Pier

● on Tuesday, 19th July; Wednesday, 20th July and Thursday, 21st July
 from 10am to 7pm

and from the Event Information Point at Holmsgarth
● on Friday, 22nd July and Saturday, 23rd July.

● Tickets must be presented with valid proof of age and once 
issued wristbands cannot be replaced if lost. Wristbands 
must be worn for entry only to the two concerts at 
Holmsgarth. Gates open at 18.30 on both evenings for 
wristband holders only.

Visit

www.tallshipsraceslerwick.com
for full event information.

The Tall Ships Races 2011 – 

Lerwick

Fireworks Display
Saturday 23rd July 2011 at approximately 11.50pm

To celebrate the last night  of The Tall Ships Races 

2011-Lerwick, a fi reworks display will take place at 

the end of the Bjorn Again concert on Saturday 23rd 

July. The fi reworks will be set off from The Hill of 

Cruester, Bressay over Lerwick Harbour.

The fi reworks display will not exceed 10 minutes 

duration and will take place between the hours of 

23.30 on 23rd July and 00.30 on 24th Jul 2011.

Livestock and pet owners are required to be aware of 

dangers to animals. The public are advised that there 

will be an exclusion zone around the fi ring area.

Fireworks by Skyburst and Islesburgh Pyrotechnic 

Display Group

Contact Geoffrey Johnson:  telephone 07786631879

To purchase either of these products with one year 
full warranty in partnership with George Robertson Ltd, 
please contact Louise Cluness at the Tall Ships Office

on 01595 744956.

Products will be available with one year full warranty,  
after their temporary use at the Tall Ships and available to 

take home from Monday 25th July. Full payment 
by cheque will be due at time of placing your order 

on a first-come first served basis.

In partnership with

Laundry Products

SALE 
PRICE

£149
R.R.P. £220

BEKO WMC62W
- Washing Machine 
- 1200 spin speed  
- 6kg Load

SALE 
PRICE
£99
R.R.P. £150

BEKO DVTC60W
- Tumble Dryer

- Vented with Timer
- 6kg Load

FULL ONE YEAR  WARRANTY

Event Overview
WEDNESDAY, 20th JULY
Cultural/Sports programme for participating crew arriving early

THURSDAY, 21st JULY
Cultural/Sports programme for participating crews
Live music, food, drink and entertainment at all event sites
Come and watch the Crew Parade
12.00 Deadline for participating vessels to be in port
15.15 Crew Parade muster at The Esplanade
16.00 Crew Parade between The Esplanade and Holmsgarth
17.00 Welcoming Ceremony and Prize-Giving at Holmsgarth
18.00 Live Music at Holmsgarth/Victoria Pier

FRIDAY, 22nd JULY
Cultural/Sports programme for participating crews
Live music, food, drink and entertainment at all event sites
18.30 Headline Concert “The Levellers” and Support at Holmsgarth
 (Wristband collection required)

SATURDAY, 23rd JULY
Cultural/Sports programme for participating crews
Live music, food, drink and entertainment at all event sites
18.30 Headline Concert “Bjorn Again” and Support at Holmsgarth
 (Wristband collection required)
23.50 Fireworks display

SUNDAY, 24th JULY
Live music, food, drink and entertainment at all event sites
Parade of Sail – Undocking from late morning
09.30 “All Aboard” United Praise Service, a Christian act of worship at 

the Holmsgarth arena, shared across the church in Shetland. All are 
welcome to attend.

17.00-18.30 Start of Race 2 to Stavanger: timed start by Class of vessel

PARADE OF SAIL
 Parade of sail route map can be viewed on

www.tallshipsraces.com/captains-and-crew

SHETLAND SHOWCASE
Alexandra Wharf – open from 11.00-19.00
Food, drink and general traders daily

Fairground Rides and Bouncy Castles – daily at Holmsgarth

Shetland Classic Motor Show – 21st to 24th July daily at Laurenson Quay

SOLD 
OUT
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Trainees on the Cruise in Company leg from Greenock to Shetland. Back row (from left): Drew Manson, Declan Turner, Michael Thomson, Robert Gray and 
Douglas Stevenson. Front:  Rachel Sansom, Heather Gray, Paul Gaffney and Ryan Leask.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

(Continued from previous page)
will start at the NAFC Marine Centre 
after the summer.

Daniel Aquilina, 17, 
Yell, Race 2

Daniel took part in the Tall Ships 
Races last year, sailing on the Dutch 
vessel Tecla between Kristiansand 
and Hartlepool, and pronounced it 
“great fun”. It was so good he 
wanted to do it again, and this 
time is on the Swan. He said: “I 
thoroughly recommend it to 
anyone. You meet people from 
different countries and it’s a great 
adventure.”

Daniel said he does not get 
seasick, which is fortunate as “the 
boat is at a constant angle whichever 
way the wind blows, it’s nothing like 
NorthLink”.

A sixth year pupil at Anderson 
High School, Daniel is studying 
geography, biology, chemistry and 
maths, and would like to take a geo-
graphy-related course at university. 
He clearly has a taste for adventure, 
as when he leaves he also hopes to 
take a helicopter flying course.

Luke Aquilina, 15, 
Yell, Race 3, 

Stavanger to Halmstad
Luke will be sailing on the 

Swan and applied to join the Tall 
Ships Races because his brother 
Daniel had enjoyed taking part last 
year. 

One of the youngest trainees, 
Luke has done a couple of trips on 
the Swan and said: “I thought I’d 
give it a go, it will be something for 
my CV, I’ll have a good time and 
meet new people.”

Luke’s hobbies are parkour 
(urban gymnastics), which he does 
in Lerwick; he also plays the drums 
and flute and plays football for clubs 
in Delting and Yell. 

He has just started in the fifth 
year at Anderson High School and 
is interested in the geography of 
Norway, some of which he will see 
en route to Stavanger.

He said: “I’m quite excited and 
I’ve got no worries. I heard about it 

‘It’s nothing like NorthLink’ – trainee

from Daniel and it doesn’t seem too 
bad.”

Johanna Goodlad, 18, 
Scalloway, Race 3

Johanna said taking part in the 
Tall Ships Races would be a “great 
opportunity”. Together with Alison 
Laurenson from Bigton she will 
be sailing on the Dutch vessel 
Eendracht, and is “excited, really 
looking forward to it”.

Johanna has been brought up 
around boats and numbers sailing, 
albeit non-competitive, as one 
of her hobbies. She is not afraid 
of the “challenging” work on 
the ship, or the thought of sleeping 
in a hammock: “that appeals to 
me”.

Besides sailing Johanna loves 
music – she plays the piano and flute 
and sings, and is a member of 
various bands. She has recently left 
school and is currently working in a 

coffee shop before going to Glasgow 
University to study physics.

Hannah Mai Best, 18, 
Fair Isle, Race 3

Hannah will be on the Ocean 
Youth Trust vessel Alba Explorer, 
and wanted to take part in the races 
because she had had so much fun on 
previous trips on the Swan and a 44-
ft Bavaria yacht.

She said: “I love going to new 

places and meeting new people and 
this seemed like the perfect 
opportunity to do so. I thought it 
would be good time to do it before I 
leave Shetland for university. I have 
enjoyed myself so much every time 
I have been sailing so I am keen to 
do more.

“I’m not sure exactly why I was 
selected but I am very grateful to 
have been. I hope it will give me 
some good stories and new 
experiences.

“I think the best bits will be being 
part of the Tall Ships, meeting lots 
of people from different countries 
and visiting Norway. I am not so 
looking forward to sleeping on a 
boat and the crossing between 
Lerwick and Stavanger in such open 
water but I’m sure it will all be 
brilliant.” 

Hannah is going to Edinburgh 
University in September to study 
chemistry and hopes to become a 
teacher.

R e s t a u r a n t  / T a k e a w a y
01595 695585/695554

26 C o m m e r c i a l  R o a d , L e r w i c k , S h e t l a n d , Z E 1 0L X

Delicious 
Indian Food

Friendly Service • Fully Licenced

• Sunday buffet every week – 1pm till 10pm •

AUTHENTIC  BANGLADESHI &  

NORTH  INDIAN  TANDOORI  DISHES

Open 7 days:
Monday – Saturday: 12 noon-2pm; 5pm-Midnight

Sunday: 12 noon - midnight

RABA

The ships – and visiting yachts – will all fit in
Lerwick Port Authority has been working on plans for the Tall Ships 
since the Shetland bid was accepted and has seen the pace of involvement 
for the authority quicken as the event draws nearer. 

“Since then we have been planning away guided by the success of the 
last event in 1999, and we are trying to make it equal to or better than 

that event. Certainly we have more vessels with 56 confirmed coming 
from Waterford,” said deputy Lerwick harbourmaster Alexander 
Simpson. “It’s bound to be a manic event, but hopefully a great one at 
that.” 

The ships have nine days to get to Lerwick with the first scheduled to 

Assistant harbourmaster Alexander Simpson is part of the LPA team organising Lerwick’s dockside arrangements. 
Photo: Peter Johnson

arrive on Thursday before the Friday midday deadline. There will 
undoubtedly be many visiting yachts that are not part of the race, perhaps 
in the region 100, including a sailing club from England. 

“Fifty to 100 will be difficult to deal with and if it is much more 
than that it will be really tight for space,” added Mr Simpson. With 
much of the berth space occupied by the tall ships, Ocean Kinetics has 
been building a pontoon to berth the small ships south of the lifeboat 
pier.  

According to Mr Simpson, the Tall Ships event has taken a great deal 
of time to organise with many meetings with virtually every SIC 
department, coastguards, police, ambulance service and the St John’s 
Ambulance as well as private companies providing toilets and other 
facilities. “It will hinge on one thing – the weather. The start of this 
summer has not been the best, but hopefully it will peak at the right time. 
It will be a great spectacle.”  

The numbers of boats taking part in the race has picked up with each 
successive port and there will be more vessels racing to Shetland than 
at Waterford or Greenock. “There’s obviously a great interest to come 
to Shetland. Hopefully we can show them what we are good at,” said Mr 
Simpson. 

The port team travelled to Greenock last weekend to give a 
presentation to the crews on the route and berthing procedures before 
the race recommenced. Next Sunday the captains will be briefed before 
leaving Lerwick at 10am, a departure that is likely to continue till two 
or three in the afternoon.
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TALL SHIPS RACES 2011
Cruise in Company Guest Harbour: Scalloway

Sail Scalloway 
Events Programme – 

Incorporating Scalloway Gala, 
The New Scalloway Museum, Scalloway 
Summer Street Party and a spectacular 

Scalloway Summer Fire Festival 
extravaganza!

Sail Scalloway would like to extend a huge thank you to our funders 
and commercial sponsors, without whom this event could not have 
happened – Scotland’s Island’s, Grieg Seafood Hjaltland, Scalloway 
Boating Club, Scalloway Hotel, Scalloway Meat Company, Valhalla 
LK687, Hunter & Morrison, and Scalloway Property & Leasing.

SCALLOWAY MEAT CO. Hunter & Morrisons

FREE BUS SERVICE TIMETABLE FOR SATURDAY 16TH AND 
SUNDAY 17TH JULY 2011 – LERWICK – SCALLOWAY

Depart Lerwick Viking    10.30                                Arrive Scalloway Hall           10.55
      12.30               12.55
      13.30               13.55
      14.30               14.55
      15.30               15.55
      16.30               16.55
      18.30               18.55
      19.30               19.55
      20.30               20.55
      21.30               21.55

SCALLOWAY – LERWICK

Depart Scalloway Hall    11.00                                Arrive Lerwick Viking           11.25
      13.00               13.25
      14.00               14.25
      15.00               15.25
      16.00               16.25
      17.00               17.25
      19.00               19.25
      20.00               20.25
      21.00               21.25
      22.00               22.25

Friday 15th
New Scalloway Museum
Friday 15 July 10.00 - 18.00

First opening of the Maritime Exhibition to 
coincide with The Tall Ships Races 2011.

Venue: New Scalloway Museum in 
Castle Street

Crowning of Scalloway 
Gala Princess

Friday 15 July 17.45 - 18.30
Accompanied by the 

Edinburgh Postal Pipe Band.
Venue: Burn Beach, Scalloway

Scalloway FC v Stromness FC
Friday 15 July 18.30 - 20.30

Annual friendly football match with the 
visiting Stromness team.

Venue: Fraser Park, Scalloway

Official Opening of The Tall Ships 
Races Scalloway Guest Harbour

Friday 15 July 19.00 - 19.30
Scalloway Guest Harbour will be officially 

opened by the Gala Princess and her 
attendants, with a performance by 

Edinburgh Postal Pipe Band.
Venue: Muckle Yard, Blacksness Pier

Gala Family Night Concert
Friday 15 July 19.00 - 23.00

The best of local talent, young and old, 
on stage.

Venue: Scalloway Public Hall
Cost: Adults £5/Children £3, includes supper.

Pay at the door. Event is free to crew, 
subject to restrictions on numbers.

“Popeye’s” Charity 
Fundraiser Concert

Friday 15 July 19.30 - Midnight
Evening hosted by all round entertainer 
John Ward, featuring Arthur Pottinger, 
Erin Sandison Band, Geordie Pottinger, 
Stefanie and Caroline, Lynda Anderson, 
Stuart and Betty Pottinger, Lisa Ward, 

Mallachy Tallack and Steven Robertson.
Venue: Scalloway Boating Club

Cost: £5 plus raffles. Pay at the door. Event 
is free to crew, subject to restrictions on 
numbers. All proceeds to local charities.

Waterfront Stage - Outdoor Music 
and Entertainment Venue

Friday 15 July 20.30 - Late
Up and coming bands, Casino Feet 
and First Foot Soldiers and resident 

DJ Alex and friends.
Venue: Main Street, Scalloway

Saturday 16th
Edinburgh Postal Pipe Band 

Performances
Saturday 16 July - Monday 18 July

Various times. Performances throughout the 
weekend in various locations.

New Scalloway Museum
Saturday 16 July 10.00 - 18.00

Official opening of the Maritime Exhibition at 
10.00, with music by Hansel.

Fraser Park Children’s 
Entertainments
From Friday 15 July 

All day Giant inflatables from Castle in the 
Sky and Orkney Active including, bungee 

run, ‘Eliminator’, Unridable Bike, games and 
stalls plus a variety of sports.

Venue: Fraser Park, Scalloway.

Children’s Storytelling
Saturday 16 July

At 14.00 – 14.45 and 15.15 – 16.00
Stories of Trows, Fairies and Scalloway Castle 

by Valerie Watt, writer of bairns books.
Venue: Meeting at New Scalloway Museum 
for a musical walk to the Castle and suitable 

for bairns of all ages

Fun on the Waterfront
Saturday 16 July from 12 noon
Police, Fire and Coastguard vehicle 

dis plays, Dunk the Fireman plus Coastguard, 
Helicopter and Lifeboat display in the 

Harbour.

Teas, Coffees, Home Bakes 
and Refreshments

Saturday 16 July - Sunday 17 July
11.00 - 17.00

Venue: Scalloway Youth Centre, Main Street 
and Church of Scotland, Main Street.

Gala Pet Show
Saturday 16 July 11.00 - 12.00
Venue: Scalloway Youth Centre

Gala Barbecue and Bar
Saturday 16 July 12.00 - Midnight

All day barbecue and licensed bar area.
Venue: Fraser Park, Main gate

Farmers’ Market and Craft Fair
Saturday 16 July 10.00 - All day

Huge variety of stalls and attractions with
produce, food and many different craft stalls.

Venue: Muckle Yard, Blacksness Pier

Gala Piano Smashing Contest
Saturday 16 July 12.00 noon
Venue: Burn Beach, Scalloway

Traditional Music and Dance
Saturday 16 July 12.00 - 16.00

A variety of Shetland traditional 
music with Peter Hutchison and Friends, 
Sing Shetland, plus Shetland Folk Dance, 

featuring Jim and David Halcrow and 
many more!

Venue: Muckle Yard, Blacksness

Waterfront Stage - Outdoor Music 
and Entertainment Venue
Saturday 16 July 12.00 - Late

All day music programme showcasing
Shetland’s wide array of musical talent 
with Line Dancers, Hirda, Veev, Maggie 
Adamson and Brian Nicholson, Freda 
Leask & Friends, Aestaewast, Sheila 

Henderson Band and Resident DJ Alex, 
and following the Gala procession, 

visiting Caithness band Chicken Pickers.
Venue: Main Street, Scalloway

Scalloway Gala Parade
Saturday 16 July 18.30 - 20.00

Decorate your lorries and vans and join
the parade as the party gets started.
Venue: Scalloway streets, route from

Port Arthur back to Main Street

Scalloway Summer Street Party
Saturday 16 July 20.00 - Late

The centre of Scalloway will be alive with
a party for all with the musical entertainment

focusing on the Waterfront Stage. 
Chicken Pickers are the headlining act.

Venue: Main Street, Scalloway and
surrounding area

Scalloway Legion - Live Bands
Saturday 16 July 21.30 – Late

Great nights entertainment - Featuring 
Sore Finger and The Experience – 

not to be missed!
£7 Door entry  

Venue: Scalloway Legion.

Sunday 17th
New Scalloway Museum
Sunday 17 July 12.00 - 18.00

Maritime Exhibition with storytelling 
by Davy Cooper at 14.00.

Farmers’ Market and Craft Fair
Sunday 17 July 11.00 - 17.00

Huge variety of stalls and attractions.
Venue: Muckle Yard, Blacksness Pier

Worship in the 
Church of Scotland
Sunday 17 July at 10.30

Followed by Teas, Coffees, Home Bakes and 
Refreshments from 11.30 to 17.00 

Everyone welcome
Venue: Church of Scotland, Main Street.

Waterfront Stage - Outdoor Music 
and Entertainment Venue

Sunday 17 July 13.00 - Late
All day music programme with an 

emphasis on Jazz and Blues featuring 
Robert Bennett and Alan McKay, 

Norman and the Folding Deckchairs, 
Da Hot Club O’ Fladdabister, Erin 

Sandison Band, Donald Anderson Band, 
Rumshack Blues Band, 

Blue Melts, plus our resident 
DJ Alex and Friends.

Venue: Main Street, Scalloway

Gala Barbecue and Bar
Sunday 17 July 12.00 - Midnight

All day barbecue and licensed bar area.
Venue: Main gate, Fraser Park

Scalloway B v Stromness B
Sunday 17 July 12.30 - 14.30

Annual friendly football match with the 
visiting Stromness B team.

Venue: Fraser Park, Scalloway

Gala Survivors Concert
Sunday 17 July 16.00 - Midnight

Featuring Edinburgh Postal Pipe Band, 
May & Mackie and the Chicken Pickers.

Venue: Scalloway Boating Club
Cost: Day or night entry £7 (16.00 - 20.00); 
Day & night entry £10 (16.00 - Midnight)

Pay at the door. Event is free to crew, 
subject to restrictions on numbers.

Monday 18th
New Scalloway Museum
Monday 18 July 10.00 - 18.00

Maritime Exhibition and last day of extended 
opening and free entry.

NAFC Marine Centre Tours
Monday 18 July Hourly from 

14.30 to 16.30
A tour of the Centre’s state-of-the-art 

facilities including its bridge simulator and 
marine hatchery. Meet at Reception.

Venue: NAFC Marine Centre, Port Arthur

Scalloway Summer Fire Festival 
Monday 18 July Muster at 

21.00 Light up at 21.30
The spectacular procession of squads of 

Vikings will carry flaming torches through the 
streets behind their Galley to its burning site. 
The event will feature the Jarl Squads from 

the last seven years of the event traditionally 
held in January every year. A number of ships’ 
crews and visitors will be able to carry a torch 
and join in with the squads. The squads will 
be joined for their final performance by the 

Edinburgh Postal Pipe Band.
Venue: Scalloway centre to burning site 

in the sea at Scalloway Boating Club

Waterfront Stage - Outdoor Music 
and Entertainment Venue
Monday 18 July 20.00 - Late

Either side of the Fire Festival the music 
programme will continue featuring Dirty 
Lemons and finishing up with the much 

awaited return of The Red Vans.
Venue: Main Street, Scalloway

NAFC Marine Centre Tours
Tuesday 19 July Hourly 

from 14.30 to 16.30
A tour of the Centre’s state-of-the-art 

facilities including its bridge simulator and 
marine hatchery. Meet at Reception.

Venue: NAFC Marine Centre, Port Arthur

“Spirit Dancer” – Canadian Canoe
Wednesday 20 July to Friday 22 July

Paddling tours of Scalloway Harbour 
and surrounding Isles in a 42’ traditional 

Canoe with a 4 man crew! From Scalloway 
Boating Club pontoon. Interested 

groups and individuals contact 
Davie Sandison on 01595 880 317  

Valhalla LK687 Scalloway Property & Leasing● ● ●

Information at the 
Sail Scalloway Facebook site 

and at 
www.tallshipsraceslerwick.com
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Historically, many of the 
biggest tall ships were built

to bring tea from China

Contact: 
Shetland Museum and Archives
Hay’s Dock, Lerwick
Tel: 01595 695057
www.shetlandmuseumandarchives.org.uk

Shetland Museum and Archives

Tall Ships Events

There’s something for everyone during Tall Ships 
at Shetland Museum and Archives
A display of restored Shetland boats, traditional and 
modern

High Seas and High Teas exhibition - 
How tea clippers fuelled our tea cravings 
11th June – 26th July  Da Gadderie

Curator’s talk on Shetlanders’ love of tea
20th July     7.30pm    The Auditorium

‘The Neglected Navy: Whalers, fishermen, fishing vessels 
and the Great War’
Dr Robb Robinson of the University of Hull tells their story.
19th July    3.00pm to 4.00pm    The Auditorium

Peerie Boat Builders -  A Family fun day making wooden 
“peerie boats”  (Drop in. No charge)
22nd July    11.00am to 3.00pm  

Viking Navigators - a talk by Dr Donna Heddle of the 
Centre for Nordic Studies, UHI, about early Norse 
navigators, their vessels, trading routes and stories
22nd July     7.30pm    The Auditorium

In Aboot da Museum - An afternoon of Shetland story, 
song and dance with Elma Johnson and friends.
23rd July     12.00 to 2.00pm     The Boat Hall

The Shetland Amenity Trust is a registered Scottish charity, No:SC017505

Why not try a mackerel roll fresh from 
the barbeque on Lerwick’s oldest 
working dock.

Laurence Odie (Knitwear) Ltd
Hoswick Woollen Mill, Sandwick
(Just 15 miles south of Lerwick)

Visit our Mill Shop
for a large

selection of Knitwear 
for all the family
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm

Formerly Laurence J Smith, Shetland Woollen Co.
Peter Blance & Norman Tulloch

Netherlands, 58.8m, Schooner (3), 1989

A
CLASS

Eendracht

Morning Star of Revelation
UK, 18.9m, Gaff Ketch, 1978

B
CLASS

Curator’s lighter side to fore in exhibition
Shetland Museum is marking the 
Tall Ships Races with a “playful and 
light hearted” exhibition entitled 
“High Seas and High Teas”, from a 
time when square-rigged clippers 
were briefly the thoroughbreds of 
the ocean, taking cargoes of tea from 
China in record times and helping 
popularise the drink in Britain – 
nowhere more so than Shetland.  

Museum curator Ian Tait ex-
plained that while not everyone is 
familiar with the relatively special-
ised form of sail that is the tall ship, 
everyone knows and appreciates the 
nation’s favourite tipple. With that 
in mind and with the objective to 
mount an exhibition that took a 
different angle to stand out among 
the general tall ship mania, he deci-
ded to focus on tea as a commodity, 
a trade and raison d’etre for a 
whole range of domestic ritual and 
paraphernalia. 

While an excellent and recently 
restored sailing model of the Cutty 
Sark by North-A-Voe boat builder 
Johnny Smith takes centre stage, 
much of the emphasis is on the pots, 
spoons, cups, tea cosies and other 
items that were part and parcel of 
the Victorian tea ceremony in house-
holds high and low. One display 
is dedicated to the accoutrements 
that might have been found in a 
local shop selling tea, another to 
the high-end decorousness of the 
gentrified tea party, while another 
displays the more homely ware 
that might have graced a croft 
house. A mock tea room has also 
proved a great entertainment 
for bairns, complete with knitted 
fancies. 

Perhaps most surprising is the 
display of posters railing against the 
evil vices of tea and tea houses – a 
substance almost as heinous as gin 
or opium in the eyes of the most 
abstemious Victorians. 

Dr Tait said: “It would have been 
very easy for me to raid the mus-
eum’s store and put on a big exhi-
bition of ship models or paintings or 
navigation instruments, but I thought 
that was too generic really. There’s 
plenty of opportunities for folk to 
visit and enjoy the glory that is the 
real ship, and really anything that we 
could offer in that way would be 
second best, so I wanted our exhi-
bition to be more targeted, more 
specific – something a bit more 
about what ships actually did and 
why they did it.” 

Shetland men were pre-eminently 
going to sea in the 19th century and, 
according to Dr Tait, were no more 
than typically represented among 
the crews sailing to the Far East and 
back. “The Shetland aspect to the 
show is most definitely from the 
user end of tea. Ships were going to 
China; they imported tea and took it 
back to Britain. The merchants then 
sold it on to the shopkeepers, who 
sold it on to their customers. In that 
respect Shetland was 100 per cent 
keyed in with what the rest of Britain 
was doing.” 

Tea was drunk in Shetland from 
before the end of the 18th century, 
mainly by the gentry. From the 
1850s, the Chinese opened up their 
ports to European trade and the East 
India Company trading monopoly 
was broken up by the British govern-
ment. From then on the fast clippers 
held brief sway bringing masses of 
relatively fresh tea to Britain. Tea’s 
popularity went through the roof and 
the progress of the ships engaged in 
the tea races was widely reported in 
the British press. Steam and the Suez 
Canal put an end to the tea clippers, 
who could not manoeuvre in the 
narrow water way and were doomed 
to take the long route around 
Africa. 

Dr Tait added: “To folk nowadays 
tea is stoor in a peerie paper bag 
in a cardboard box with cellophane 
around it that comes on a pallet with 
lots more cellophane wrapped boxes 
and everything is bought in a very 
hands-off way. What used to happen 
is that tea came loose in a kist and 
if you go far enough back in time 

A top-up? Exhibitions officer John Hunter and curator Ian Tait, designers of “High Seas and High Teas”, get into full Victorian mode. Don’t get any tea on the 
lacework!  Photo: Billy Fox
the kists came to a shop and the 
shopkeeper weighed out what you 
wanted and wrapped it in paper. You 
could argue it was better quality tea, 
real leafy tea.” 

The museum is putting on an 
outdoor display of traditional Shet-
land boats during the Tall Ships. 
Eight are from the museum’s own 
collection including Mary, a cod and 
haddock boat build in 1904 which 
was modified many times before 
being restored to her original state, 
Anne, which was built in the 1890s 
and a lovely traditional skiff, or 
pramm, of a style popular in the 19th 
century, but which is hardly ever 
seen nowadays. 

Brian Wishart has also persuaded 
many private owners to display 
their boats in the Boats Come Back 
to Life exhibition. The aim is to 
display as diverse a range of boats 
that were typical of Shetland as 
possible. These might include a 50s 
regatta boat, an eela boat or a 
commercial fishing boat that had 
been converted to leisure purposes. 
The floaters will be on display in the 
dock, with the others displayed on 
shore. 

Visitors are invited to “Take Tea 
with Ian” on Wednesday when he 
gives a lecture on Shetland’s obses-
sion with tea in the 19th and 20th 
centuries. The lecture begins in the 
auditorium at 7.30pm. Tickets are 
free, but please call (01595) 741562 
to reserve.

A Peerie Boat Builder workshop 
will be held on Friday from 11am 
to 3pm. This is a free event and 
open to all ages. Families are 
welcome to come along and take 
inspiration from the boats in Hay’s 
Dock to create and launch their 
own boat in the special “boating 
pond”. A special after noon of Shet-
land story, song and dance is planned 
for Saturday from noon to 2pm. 
Some of Shet land’s finest fiddlers 
will be on hand to entertain visitors. 
This is also a free event for all 
the family.

Friday will see the next lecture in 
the Centre for Nordic Studies series. 
Dr Donna Heddle of the University 
of Highlands and Islands will 
discuss early Norse navigators, their 
vessels and trading routes. This 
lecture will take place in the 
auditorium at 7.30pm.
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Crews will be 
offered sports from 

abseiling to yoal racing

Event will create festival atmosphere in town
The Tall Ships Races will bring a festive feel to 
Lerwick and the guest harbours, with attractions for 
the visiting fleet from Fair Isle to Unst. Highlights in 
the town start with an international crew parade and 
welcoming ceremony, with four days of music, stalls, 
food and drink and street entertainment culminating in 
Sunday’s Parade of Sail.

Shops will be open late, with many in the town 
centre being open 7pm, some until 9pm and some 
open on Sunday, with lots of tall ships souvenirs for 
sale. 

The expected influx of populace has meant a huge 
logistical exercise for many sectors. Tourist numbers 
are so great that people who do not normally offer 
accommodation have been asked to open up their 
homes temporarily.

Police are bringing up extra support for the event 
– nine officers and four vehicles will assist the local 
force to provide “extra resilience”.

The increased manpower will enable police to be 
dedicated to the event without it impacting on day to 
day policing. Road closures will be in operation, with 
“park and ride” schemes operating from the Anderson 
High School and Port Business Park, opposite the 
power station.

The main impact is expected to be around the 
harbour. Lerwick Port Authority has been involved in 
years of planning for the enormous impact of the 
arrival of the tall ships fleet, while the normal harbour 
business, including the arrival of cruise ships, goes 
on.

Tall ships cannot be mixed with non-fleet vessels, 
thus detailed arrangements for the ships’ arrivals and 
berthing, undocking and departures for the Parade of 
Sail have been made, and a Notice to Mariners has 
been published for the Parade of Sail route. Other 
harbour users and sailing clubs are offering assistance 
with use of their inflatable boats.

The port will look after all aspects of the fleet – 
pilotage, tugs, berthing, linesmen, fenders and services 
to the ships. LPA is providing berthing, tugs and 
pilotage free of charge as part of its sponsorship of the 
event.

It has also had to prepare event sites on the land it 
owns and liaise with the event organisers on power, 
water, sewerage, insurance, security and signage.

Chief executive of LPA Sandra Laurenson said: 
“This is a huge operation for the port which is a 
challenge for a relatively small organisation.” But, she 
said, it had been a pleasure to be involved: “The ethos 
of the event is for young people between the ages of 
15-25 and seeing them benefit from the experience of 
sail training. Being a host port is an honour and an 
opportunity to show what we can do as a port, in 
addition a hugely enjoyable community event.”

LPA will be hosting a reception for many of its 
customers onboard one of the tall ships.    

In addition the port has been involved in the 
preparation of captain’s manuals and presentation of 
these at Greenock and liaison with Sail Training 
International to ensure compliance with the host port 
contract.

Organisational challenge met head on 
by committee and community alike

Some of the Tall Ships organising committee. Back row (from left): Peter Leask, Josie Simpson, Sandy Cluness, Gussie Angus and Billy Stove. Front: John Dally, 
Peter Malcolmson, Sandra Laurenson, Fiona Dally and Louise Cluness.

Fiona Dally has been at the head of 
organising the massive undertaking 
that is the tall ships’ visit to Shetland 
for the past three years. “It’s been a 
long time planning, through from 
the business plan, to setting up the 
committees and taking it from 
there,” she said. 

The Shetland Tall Ships project 
manager attributes the sheer scale of 
the event to the help of Shetland 
Islands Council and the critical 
sponsorship that has been donated 
by a huge number of local busines-
ses. The amount of money that had 
to be raised was the most daunting 
angle of the whole plan. 

She said: “That’s where, time and 

time again, the Shetland community 
pulls it out of the bag. Four years 
ago you were sitting with this target 
of over £400,000 and you were 
wondering how you were going to 
get there. Over time companies and 
folk are really supportive of this type 
of event that showcases Shetland 
and can offer something for all ages. 
It’s been a great relief to get there, 
especially with the current economic 
climate.” 

There have been many highs 
along the way and the best part of it 
for Ms Dally has been dealing with 
many different types of people, 
including trainees and folk who have 
never been abroad for whom the 

race is a great opportunity. “Some of 
the people have not had the con-
fidence to do things and what you 
see [is] them getting [a lot] out of 
that, and seeing the young bairns 
and the community getting excited 
about the build up.” 

The Tall Ships committee has 
worked hand in glove with Lerwick 
Port Authority to organise the event. 
And the job has entailed recruiting 
over 150 volunteers, who as well as 
over 80 crew liaison officers include 
marshalls, stewards, information 
pro viders and the members of 
various committees. “Without that, 
we could not have been able to 
commit to the level of programme 

that we have,” she added. Many 
people have contributed in other 
ways from giving up their beds to 
squeeze in extra visitors to helping 
with training. 

The event is also involving the 
whole of Shetland, and Ms Dally 
hoped that as many boats would be 
able to take part in the Cruise in 
Com pany visits to Fair Isle, Whal-
say, Yell, Unst and Scalloway as 
possible, though that part of the 
programme will be highly weather 
dependent.  

In Lerwick, the crew parade starts 
at 4pm on Thursday accompanied by 
brass and pipe bands, local drum 
group Aestaewast, the Bell’s Brae 

drum group and of course the Jarl’s 
Squad who will supply a Viking to 
each ship. The TA will be firing a 
starting gun from the fort to herald 
the procession, which will head to 
Holmsgarth for the welcoming cere-
mony, where there will be singing, 
dancing and the official prizegiving. 
After that there will be a massive 
crew party at Fort Charlotte. 

“All our event sites are up and 
running by 10am every day. There 
are various activities: family enter-
tainment; Cadona’s fun rides at 
Holms garth and the Shetland Show-
case area at Alexandra Wharf.” 

Perhaps the greatest attractions 
are the 56 very different tall ships 

UK, 52.42m, Barque (3), 1985
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Lord Nelson

Constantia
Sweden, 31.45m, Gaff Schooner (2), 1908
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themselves, which will be open to 
the public. As well as public visits, 
14 private receptions are scheduled 
to be held on the larger ships. On top 
of all that are over 100 musical 
performances culminating in the 
two ticketed concerts on Friday and 
Saturday nights staring the Levellers 
and Bjorn Again. The fireworks dis-
play will be at 11.50pm on Saturday 
and can be seen from anywhere on 
the waterfront. 

On Sunday there is an outdoor 
united praise service at 9.30am at 
Holmsgarth before the parade of sail 
and the recommencement of the Tall 
Ships race that afternoon. 

Another massive piece of organi-
sation has gone into crew activities. 
Bus tours will be heading for the 
Eshaness cliffs, Sumburgh Head and 
Scatness, St Ninian’s Isle and 
Jarlshof, Weisdale, Scalloway and 
taking in Shetland ponies at Gott. 
Additionally there will be boat trips 
to Noss and walking tours of old 
Lerwick. 

“We have over 2,000 crew getting 
a chance to view some of our 
sightseeing highlights. That’s a side 
of the event that quite often the 
public does not realise is going on,” 
said Ms Dally. 

The council and Shetland Rec-
reational Trust have also lined up a 
fantastic range of activities. There 
will be tug of war and volleyball 
competitions for the crews on Thurs-
day. In addition there will be canoe-
ing, golf, archery, sailing, abseiling, 
target shooting, football, windsurfing 
and yoal rowing, as well as dance 
mat challenges that are open to the 
public. The full range of Clickimin 
Centre activities will also be 
available. 

“We’re in a really good position 
to offer all that to the crews,” she 
added. 

Ms Dally urged visitors to make 
full use of the park and ride facilities 
and the extended rural bus services 
that were highlighted in last week’s 
Shetland Times transport information 
pullout. And she reminded them that 
South Commercial Street will be 
closed from 10.30am to 1am from 
21st to 25th July and that there are 
event taxi ranks at Alexandra Build-
ings and Garthspool and dis abled 
parking areas at the Co-op overspill 
car park, the Lower Fort and outside 
the Royal Bank in Commercial 
Street. A shuttle bus will be running 
from opposite the Wheel Bar to 
Holmsgarth.
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More than 80 liaison 
officers will look 

after the ships’ crews

Liaison chief brings 
experience to bear
Shetland Tall Ships chief liaison officer John Dally has 
been recruiting, training and supporting the over 80 
liaison officers handling the onshore needs of the 2,000 
plus crew of the 56 tall ships due to come to Shetland 
next week. 

Mr Dally started his work last May and the liaison 
team was recruited by December. Training has continued 
since March with the final training session scheduled 
for tomorrow whence the all-important ID passes will 
be handed out. Every tall ship has been assigned a 
liaison officer and the class A ships – all square-rigged 
ships and those over 40m regardless of rig – are assigned 
two.  

As part of their work, the liaison team will issue 
hand books to every crew member detailing all necessary 
rules, formalities and event and health and safety 
information. They will advise sailors about onshore 
events and crew activities and where to source the div-
erse supplies needed by a tall ship, including the location 
of an industrial sewing machine for repairing sails. 

Having already introduced themselves to the ships 
by email, the liaison officers will be on board as soon as 
the ships are tied up. Crew changes will also have to be 
accounted for and transport to the airport arranged if 
needed. 

Mr Dally has used the experience he gained from 
handling the liaison side of the 1999 event and as 
an attaché for the 2005 island games. He was also in 
the party to see how things were done at Hartlepool, 
the final port in last year’s Tall Ship race. He also 
shadowed the liaison team at last month’s Bergen to 
Shetland race with its 46 yachts and 200 odd crew in 
port. 

According to Mr Dally the biggest change since 
1999 is the vast development in communications and 
IT. 

He said: “Back in 1999 we tried to communicate with 
our ship by fax, there was no internet option then. Now 
we will be tracking the ships online. In many respects 
we have a similar level of event this time, with slightly 
more ships.” There is also a 46ft video screen alongside 
the main stage at Holmsgarth.  

“It’s always good to know that you have helped 
towards a successful event and it is good to see how well 
a small community like Shetland can organise for a big 
event. It was the same with the island games. With the 
island games we had to have cruise liners in and village 
halls and schools set up for accommodation. The bonus 
with the tall ships is they all bring their bunk or 
hammock,” he added.

Chief liaison officer John Dally with some of the hundreds of passes to be handed out.

Some of the liaison officers who will be assigned to the 56 ships and volunteers.  Photo: Ben Mullay

Colombia, 65.61m. Barque (3), 1968
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Norway, 98.42m, Barque (3), 1914
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Request your Shetland Brand Pack at 
www.SHETLAND.org/prideofplace

GET INVOLVED

TALL SHIPS

RACES

2
011SHETLAND

21st - 24th July

An ENVIRONMENT and a PEOPLE to be proud of. 
A PLACE and a HISTORY to be PROUD of. SHETLAND. 
Celebrate Shetland’s uniqueness during The Tall Ships Races 2011.  
SHOW YOUR PRIDE.



XVIII  The Shetland Times, Friday, 15th July, 2011 Guide to Tall Ships

Netherlands, 83.4m, Schooner (3), 1937

A
CLASS

Gulden Leeuw

Sørlandet
Norway, 64.15m, Full-Rigger, 1927

A
CLASS

Tall Ships...

 ...Fact File

20 producers will 
showcase the best of 
Shetland arts & crafts

1-3 Commercial Road, Lerwick
Restaurant: 01595 693848 
Takeaway: 01595 692452

www.goldencoachbaroc.com
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Shetland Dialect CDs • Shetland Music CDs
1 Gardie Court, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 0GG

Tel: 01595 692618
Email: sales@shetlandmusic.co.uk

Keep your party going with us at

DA WHEEL

• Spacious Lounge Bar • Public Bar 
& Pool Table • Lively Music

• Great Atmosphere

A warm Shetland welcome awaits

We are open from 11am to 1am Sunday to Thursday, 
11am to 2am Friday and Saturday

Best wishes to all Tall Ships and crew

 13 Commercial Road, Lerwick  Tel: 01595 697110

Welcomes
the

Tall Ship Race

Hours of Opening:

Monday 10am-11pm

 Tuesday 10am-11pm

 Wednesday 10am-11pm

Late Licence for:

Thursday, 21st 9am-3am

 Friday, 22nd 9am-3am

 Saturday, 23rd 9am-3am

 Sunday, 24th 9am-3am

OPEN EARLY FOR BREAKFAST

Take Away Food, Pizzas, Donner Kebab

Congratulations to the Organising 

Committee of the Tall Ships Races 2011 – 

Lerwick

AB     ARD
ALL

Sunday 24WK July
9.30 – 10.20

Holmsgarth 
Lerwick

Music by 
the Lerwick Brass Band

Speaker: 
Rev Bob McGregor

A united praise service

6SRQVRUHG�E\�6&&7

Showcase allows isles arts and crafts producers 
to put wares on show at the Alexandra Wharf
A showcase of the best of Shetland arts and crafts will take place along 
Alexandra Wharf every day from 11am.

The marketplace will play host to around 20 producers, including 
Aamos Designs, Artisan Island Cheese, Burra Bears, Journeyman 
Leather, Paparwark Furniture and The Shetland Times’ very own 
Smirk.

Aamos Designs, started by textile designer Emma Blain after 
she graduated from Glasgow School of Art, specialises in using 
contemporary woven structures to create beautiful scarves, shawls and 
accessories.

Artisan Island Cheese produces a range of delicious home-made 
cheeses, using the finest Shetland dairy herd and goats milk from Fair 
Isle, including Birls soft cheese spun with flavours including beremeal, 
black pepper, garden herbs and Böd Ayre’s edible seaweeds.

Everyone in Shetland knows about Wendy Inkster’s Burra Bears, each 
of which comes with its own name and personality.

Journeyman Leather makes belts and bags, saddlery and tack of 
quality to rival any in the world. Everything made is of the best materials 
– genuine bridle leather, solid brass, stainless steel and pewter fittings 
– all put together using age-old saddlery skills. 

Paparwark Furniture specialises in designing and manufacturing 
quality furniture from hardwoods and veneers, providing a service for 
clients who envision unique furniture.

Other producers are Andrea Williamson, Austin Taylor Photography, 
Barbara Isbister Knitwear, Glansin Glass, HJARTA, Nielanell Knitwear, 

Ninian, Shana, Shetland Handspun, Shetland Jewellery, Skibhoul Bakery 
and Vidlin Pottery.

Meanwhile, two Shetland women are show casing their work by 
staging a pop-up gallery.

Ruth Brownlee, an award winning sea and landscape painter, is 
showing new work. Her evocative paintings have been described as 
“very much about Shetland and its raw elemental power”. She will also 
have limited edition prints and original art badges available.

Mary Fraser, bookbinder and maker of contemporary Fair Isle gifts 
and souvenirs with a humorous twist, is offering books, badges and 
bunting along with new novelty ideas and a limited edition notebook 
exclusively for the Tall Ships.

The gallery is popping up at 45 Commercial Street in the scenic old 
part of the town, immediately adjacent to Bain’s Beach and just beyond 
the Spider’s Web and Magpie’s Nest and will be open for the four days 
of the event from 10am to 5pm.

A pop-up gallery is just what it says it is. It gives a temporary showcase 
for artists and makers in vacant and unexpected places or 
even in private residences, taking over that space and filling it with 
creative energy. Browsing is recommended, incorporating a stroll in this 
beautiful part of old Lerwick amid the late 17th and 18th century 
lodberries with their foundations in the sea.

Ruth and Mary said: “We thought the gallery would just add another 
facet to the event for local folk and visitors alike. Come for a browse, 
we will be delighted to see you.”

Mary Fraser gives a modern and humorous twist to Fair Isle 
patterns.
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Up to 6 whole hogs 
will feed the crews at a 
party in Fort Charlotte

AVAILABLE NOW FROM:

Shetland Books for your
Tall Ships’ visitors

OPEN: 9am-6pm Monday to Friday; 9am-5pm Saturday
71/79 Commercial Street, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 0AJ   

Tel: 01595 695531 www.shetlandtimes.co.uk

SHETLAND'S 
HERITAGE 
OF SAIL
BY CHARLIE SIMPSON

£9.99
The full story of Shetland’s 
heritage of sail as told by 
Charlie Simpson in his 
series in The Shetland Times
is available now as an 
attractive illustrated 
paperback. 120pp, A5.

Eid Community Co-op,                    
Robinson & Morrison,

Skibhoul Stores, Final Checkout, 
Aywick Shop, Linkshouse Stores,
JWJ, Whalsay; Stackhoull Stores.

Take an armchair 
tour of Shetland 

with this 
collection of 84 

images from 
around the isles. 
A new edition of 

this bestselling 
picture guide. A5 

landscape

£6.99

Roast hogs for crew party
The tantalising smell of roast pork will fill Fort 
Charlotte on Thursday when over 2,000 tall ships 
sailors sit down to enjoy a roast hog feast at the 
Crew Party. The event will be the biggest banqueting 
challenge so far for local entrepreneur Julie 
Halcrow.

The Cunningsburgh-based caterer has enlisted 
Dumfries spit roast specialists Hog2Roast to help out 
and the roast pig will be served with salads and 
washed down with beer from the TA hall bar. There 
will be 14 or so people on the catering side plus bar 
staff and security personnel and Edinburgh-based 
Field & Lawn have been hired to put up the 
marquees. 

Ms Halcrow said: “I have had experience catering 
for weddings but this is the biggest event by far. If it 
is fine weather it will be super. There will be about 
five or six hogs on spits which will be about right for 
that many people.” 

There had been speculation that a south firm would 
be needed to handle so many people, but according 

to Ms Halcrow it is good that a local company was 
able to step up to the mark. “It’s going to be a big 
challenge, but it will give us a chance to prove we 
can put on a big, professional event.” She was 
confident that the other local caterers involved in the 
Tall Ships would also put on a good show for 
Shetland.  

The culinary endeavours will continue the 
following night when Ms Halcrow, who will be head 
chef, and her team will cook for over 200 guests at the 
Captain’s Dinner at Clickimin. As usual, the menu 
will include as many local ingredients as possible. The 
five courses will include Shetland lamb and a cod dish 
with local herbs. With too many diners for the 
Clickimin facilities, an added challenge is that the 
food will have to be shuttled into Lerwick from the 
Tingwall Hall. 

Julie has built up her business over the years 
through catering for weddings and other smaller 
events. She has just launched a website to promote 
the business at juliehalcrowcatering.co.uk.

Tall Ships merchandise and 
photo expertise available 

The Camera Centre is one of the official merchandisers 
for the Tall Ships Races and expects brisk trade with 
stalls at Holmsgarth and Victoria Pier while the shop 
will be open from 9am to 7pm Wednesday to Sunday. 

“That’s a good draw into the store. We will be 
pushing the merchandise at the harbour as well as in 
store and will have a lot of advertising to make sure 
people come in and get their souvenirs for the Tall 
Ships,” said Ben Mullay of the Camera Centre. 

“The late opening will allow people who have been 
enjoying the daytime events to drop along and get their 
photos printed instantly or for the next day. We will be 
open nine till seven, but I imagine it could be later. If 
it is anything like the 1999 Tall Ships we will be flat 
out so we will stay open as long as people come into 
the shop.” 

The Commercial Street shop will be selling Tall 
Ships merchandise like keyrings, coasters, mouse 
mats, mugs, Tall Ships pens and shopping bags. The 

Kodak representative will also be in attendance to help 
promote the world known brand in Shetland. Many 
shops outside Lerwick have also taken on the Tall 
Ships brand so the merchandise will be available 
throughout Shetland. 

The shop also has five instant print kiosks which can 
print straight from memory card, USB pen drive, 
iPhone with USB cable, CD or even from a Facebook 
page. As well as straightforward photos the software 
allows people to make their own collages and other 
“added value” items. They can also back up their 
memory cards onto CDs and DVDs allowing them to 
clear their cards for more photos.  

There will also be special offers on cameras, 
binoculars and memory cards. The Camera Centre’s 
website – www.thecameracentre.net – is the official 
online portal for all the Tall Ships merchandise, 
including clothing by Intersport, jewellery by Shetland 
Jewellery and crystal by Harry’s Department Store.

Ben Mullay hopes for good use of the five instant print kiosks.  Photo: Peter Johnson

Trio of firms behind 
busy bar operations
Events Shetland is the “proud host” 
of the bars operating at Holmsgarth, 
the Club Marquee at Laurenson 
Quay and Victoria Pier during the 
Tall Ships. 

The licensee contract for the 
partnership of local suppliers Hugh-
son Brothers, Captain Flints and 
Valhalla Brewery is a major coup, 
after the last Tall Ships’ license went 
to a Glasgow firm.

The publicans have been working 
flat out to prepare and stock three 
very large bars with a combined 
frontage of almost 50m. That has 
also included sourcing alcohol and 
soft drinks for an indeterminate but 
certain to be vast thirst over the long 
weekend. 

“There will be 21m of bar at 
Holmsgarth, 12m at the Victoria Pier 
and 15m at the dance bar at the 
Laurenson Quay. Altogether that’s a 
pretty big bar,” said Hughson’s 
manager Drew Tulloch, who added 
it was difficult to gauge the exact 
quantity of alcohol that would be 
required. 

Holmsgarth is primed to hold up 
to 5,000 people and is licensed till 
midnight. The Laurenson Quay bar 

has a late licence from 9pm till 1am 
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
while the Victoria Pier is licensed 
from 11am till 11pm except 
Sunday. 

“That’s a problem for someone 
doing an outside event in Shetland. 
We have to try and cover the 
eventuality and make sure we have 
adequate supplies,” he continued. 
“It is not so simple to get a resupply 
as it is south, especially with the 
restricted access at the waterfront.”   

The biggest bar at Holmsgarth 
will be divided into 21 sections and 
a licence holder will be on duty at all 
times in each of the three bars. Over 
100 staff have been recruited to run 
the bars at various times. There will 
be draft lager and Shetland ale on 
tap with other drinks coming pre-
packaged. 

Sonny Priest of Valhalla Brewery 
has been flat out manufacturing the 
Tall Ships bars using the experience 
gained at various events such as the 
Johnsmas Foy and Simmer Dim 
Rally, not to mention brewing 80 
casks of Simmer Dim. Logistical 
constraints have meant that Simmer 
Dim will be the only one of his 

popular beers on sale at the event 
bars. Valhalla Brewery is also in the 
process of flitting to its new premises 
at the old Saxa Vord motor transport 
building, which the firm has 
acquired. The building has been 
substantially fitted out and the 
finishing touches are now being put 
in place. He hopes to concentrate 
more on administrative and market-
ing issues when the move is comp-
lete and hopes to make one of the 
firm’s four part time posts into a full 
time job. 

Captain Flints’ owner Ian 
Cunynghame was hopeful that the 
weather would be kind for the event. 
“I’m sure there will be a lot of beer 
flowing – there’s certainly been a lot 
of stock to be sourced.”  

Flints will be open its usual 11am 
to 1am hours during the Tall Ships 
and is featuring a good line up of 
music before and during the event: 
Sheila Henderson on Tuesday; May 
& Mackie on Wednesday; DJ Lyall 
on Thursday; Chris Blair on Friday; 
Antonia Sidgewick, Hook Van 
Cloony and the Dirty Lemons on 
Saturday; and Scaldin Bragg on 
Sunday.



XX  The Shetland Times, Friday, 15th July, 2011  Guide to Tall Ships

Le
rw

ic
k Town Centre Association

The Tall Ships Races 2011 – Lerwick
would like to thank the following sponsors:

Host Port Sponsors – Lerwick

Host Port Associates – Lerwick

Host Port Supporters – Lerwick

Shetland
Islands
Council

SHETLAND TRANSPORT

OFFICIAL
BAR

PROVIDERS

ON PAPER AND ONLINE – THE COMPLETE COVERAGE

www.shetlandtimes.co.uk

D.I.T.T.
Building Supplies

Building Contractors

L/E/F

solutionx
NESSNESS NESS 

ENGINEERING LTDENGINEERING LTDENGINEERING LTD

Great is the Truth and it will Prevail

Shetland
Janitorial
Supplies Ltd.

Access 2000
(Shetland) Ltd.

Scaffolding Specialists

D
  H

MARINE
Marine & Industrial
Electrical Engineers

ALTAIRE FISHING 
COMPANY LIMITED

Jim’s Garage
An Offi cial

Toyota Centre



Souvenir Supplement The Shetland Times, Friday, 22nd July, 2011  I

www.lerwick-harbour.co.uk

BRITAIN'S
TOP PORT

Host Port Sponsor of The Tall Ships Races 2011 - Lerwick

LERWICK PORT AUTHORITY

All aboard for the Tall Ships!

THE TALL SHIPS RACES 2011
LERWICK

Now the waiting is over . . . splice the 
mainbrace and let the action begin
By ROSALIND GRIFFITHS
Excitement has been building all 
week as vessels started arriving 
at the end of the Cruise in 
Company leg of the Tall Ships 
Races.

Fifty-six ships from 12 
countries are taking part, with 
over 2,000 crew members 
including 46 Shetland trainees.

The competing ships comprise 
16 Class A ships, which are over 
40 metres long – the largest are 
the Russian Mir and Polish Dar 
Mlodziezy, both 108 metres – 
with the others being Class B, C, 
or D, their classification and the 
race they take part in decided by 
their rig.

Shetland’s own sail training 
vessel Swan, a Class B ship of 26 
metres, with a number of young 

Shetlanders on board, is also 
involved.

Ships started arriving in the 
isles on Saturday, prior to the 
start of the main events in 
Lerwick. They had stopped at 
various guest harbours en route 
from Greenock and many sailed 
into Fair Isle, one of the most 
popular destinations thanks to its 
location. 

First there was the German 
Esprit, which arrived at 3pm on 
Saturday and stayed until Mon-
day. The Wyvern Av Aalesund, the 
Jens Krough and the Ocean Spirit 
of Moray also visited on Monday, 
and enjoyed a party in the isle. 
One local said: “The whole day 
was a buzz.”

The class A ship Sørlandet, 
soon to have Shetland trainees on 

board for Race 2, reached Fair 
Isle on Tuesday to carry out the 
traditional bartering with the ship 
with everything from knitted 
keps to eggs likely to be 
exchanged. Norwegian Svanhild, 
and Belgian Zenobe Gramme, 
both of which paid brief visits.
Also in Fair Isle on Tuesday were 
the Belgian ships Miles to Go and 
the Rupel. 

However the Alba Endeavour, 
which arrived at Scalloway 
around 1pm on Saturday, claims 
to be the very first Shetland 
arrival. She had sailed from 
Stornoway with the Swan. 

The class A vessel Endraacht, 
which two Shetland trainees will 
join for Race 3, arrived in 
Scalloway on Tuesday. She 
joined the Esprit, which reached 

Scalloway last night, arriving in 
time to take part in the Fire 
Festival. The crew members were 
delighted to carry torches and the 
galley was named after their ship. 
“It was fantastic, there was a 
good crowd and everyone had a 
great night,” said local man 
David Sandison.

First into Unst was the British 
ship Moosk, which arrived at 
Baltasound on Saturday night. 
She chose to make her landfall at 
the most northerly guest harbour, 
in time for some of the UnstFest 
events, and, said UnstFest co-
ordinator Ruth Grainger: “We 
were very proud about that.” The 
crew won the captain’s weight in 
Unst beer and produce for their 
efforts. 

The Moosk was joined by the 

Alba Endeavour and the Swan 
and went to Cullivoe, where 
crews took a “hearty part” in 
events laid on there, according to 
one of the organisers Barry 
Nisbet. They “thoroughly en-
joyed” an “It’s a Knockout” type 
contest, and took part in the Great 
Yell Run and enjoyed music and 
dancing into the night.

Whalsay did not see the 
majestic green-sailed Alexander 
von Humboldt, which anchored 
at the back of Symbister Ness but 
could not enter the harbour, but is 
playing host instead to the 
Scandinavian sail training ship 
Atlantica, her arrival being an 
“unexpected bonus” according to 
locals. The ship is on her last trip 
to the UK before being de-
commmissioned in October. A 

new vessel with the same name 
will be built.

By Wednesday majestic ships 
taking part in the Tall Ships Races 
started arriving thick and fast into 
Lerwick harbour.

The first arrival into Lerwick 
was the 70-year-old Norwegian 
class B ship, Auno, which reached 
the town at 12.45pm and berthed 
at Albert Dock.

She was closely followed by 
the Norwegian Wyvern Av 
Aalesund, which arrived around 
2pm after a “rough sail” from 
Kirkwall, the Dutch Urania, and 
the class A ships the British Lord 
Nelson and the Polish Pogoria.

The Trondheim-registered 
Auno is a traditionally rigged 

(Continued on page II)

THE Sørlandet passes Sumburgh Head on Wednesday 
afternoon. Photo: Kieran Murray
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TICKET EXCHANGE FOR 
TALL SHIPS CONCERT 

WRISTBANDS
All ticket holders

for the Levellers concert
on Friday, 22nd July

and Bjorn Again Concert
on Saturday, 23rd July

are advised that concert wristbands will be available for collection from 
the Event Information Point at Victoria Pier

● on Tuesday, 19th July; Wednesday, 20th July and Thursday, 21st July
 from 10am to 7pm

and from the Event Information Point at Holmsgarth
● on Friday, 22nd July and Saturday, 23rd July.

● Tickets must be presented with valid proof of age and once 
issued wristbands cannot be replaced if lost. Wristbands 
must be worn for entry only to the two concerts at 
Holmsgarth. Gates open at 18.30 on both evenings for 
wristband holders only.

Visit

www.tallshipsraceslerwick.com
for full event information.

Event Overview
WEDNESDAY, 20th JULY
Cultural/Sports programme for participating crew arriving early

THURSDAY, 21st JULY
Cultural/Sports programme for participating crews
Live music, food, drink and entertainment at all event sites
Come and watch the Crew Parade
12.00 Deadline for participating vessels to be in port
15.15 Crew Parade muster at The Esplanade
16.00 Crew Parade between The Esplanade and Holmsgarth
17.00 Welcoming Ceremony and Prize-Giving at Holmsgarth
18.00 Live Music at Holmsgarth/Victoria Pier

FRIDAY, 22nd JULY
Cultural/Sports programme for participating crews
Live music, food, drink and entertainment at all event sites
18.30 Headline Concert “The Levellers” and Support at Holmsgarth
 (Wristband collection required)

SATURDAY, 23rd JULY
Cultural/Sports programme for participating crews
Live music, food, drink and entertainment at all event sites
18.30 Headline Concert “Bjorn Again” and Support at Holmsgarth
 (Wristband collection required)
23.50 Fireworks display

SUNDAY, 24th JULY
Live music, food, drink and entertainment at all event sites
Parade of Sail – Undocking from late morning
09.30 “All Aboard” United Praise Service, a Christian act of worship at 

the Holmsgarth arena, shared across the church in Shetland. All are 
welcome to attend.

17.00-18.30 Start of Race 2 to Stavanger: timed start by Class of vessel

PARADE OF SAIL
 Parade of sail route map can be viewed on

www.tallshipsraceslerwick.com/captains-and-crew

SHETLAND SHOWCASE
Alexandra Wharf – open from 11.00-19.00
Food, drink and general traders daily

Fairground Rides and Bouncy Castles – daily at Holmsgarth

Shetland Classic Motor Show – 21st to 24th July daily at Laurenson Quay

SOLD 
OUT

SOLD 
OUT

Norway, 20.44m, Gaff Ketch, 1943

B
CLASS

Auno

Svanhild
Norway, 30.31m, Top-Sail Ketch, 1889

B
CLASS

Tall Ships...

 ...Fact File

The first race of Sail 
Training Tall ships

was in 1956.

A map of Sunday’s Parade of Sail.

sailing vessel, 16.7-metres long 
(20 metres with the bowsprit), 
with a mixture of Norwegian and 
Dutch nationalities and two 
women among the five crew and 
five sail trainees on board.

Auno owner and skipper Ottar 
J Aare made the decision to press 
straight on to Lerwick without 
stopping at any other guest 
harbours because of the rough 
weather. He said: “We’re 
delighted to be the first ship to 
arrive in Lerwick and look 

forward to a fantastic weekend of 
Shetland hospitality and a 
wonderful welcome from the 
people of Lerwick.”

His son Ole Morten, 25, who 
works on the ship as first mate 
(his “real” job is on a seismic 
vessel), said the ship’s seven sails 
and 1,500 metres of ropes were a 
lot for the trainees to learn. 
However the youngest person on 
board, a 17-year-old known as 
“junior”, was like a monkey, very 
good at working on the ropes and 
the two masts.

On their passage to Lerwick 
they caught pollock – it took 10 
seconds to catch all they could 
eat – although they said it was 
difficult to cook the fish at a 
35-degree angle. Meanwhile they 
are looking forward to sampling 
the town’s legendary fish 
suppers.

Adjacent to the Auno is another 
Norwegian class B ship, the 
Wyvern Av Aalesund, with two 
masts and a huge sail area. She 
has nine on board, including four 
trainees, all from Älesund, which 

(Continued from page I)

Young crews all excited
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Contact: 
Shetland Museum and Archives
Hay’s Dock, Lerwick
Tel: 01595 695057
www.shetlandmuseumandarchives.org.uk

Shetland Museum and Archives

Tall Ships Events

There’s something for everyone during Tall 
Ships at Shetland Museum and Archives
A display of restored Shetland boats, traditional and 
modern

High Seas and High Teas exhibition - 
How tea clippers fuelled our tea cravings 
11th June – 26th July  Da Gadderie

Sail Maakin - Exhibition by Diane Garrick
15th July to 31st July     Foyer Corridor

Viking Navigators - a talk by Dr Donna Heddle of the 
Centre for Nordic Studies, UHI, about early Norse 
navigators, their vessels, trading routes and stories
22nd July     7.30pm    The Auditorium

In Aboot da Museum - An afternoon of Shetland story, 
song and dance with Elma Johnson and friends.
23rd July     12.00 to 2.00pm     The Boat Hall

Enjoy our daily tours - Highlights, Textiles 
and Herring to Heritage
Ask at reception for details.

The Shetland Amenity Trust is a registered Scottish charity, No:SC017505

Why not try a mackerel roll fresh from 
the barbeque on Lerwick’s oldest 
working dock.

Norway, 24.25m, Gaff Ketch, 1995

B
CLASS

Wyvern av Aalesund

Maybe
UK, 26.13m, BM Ketch, 1929

B
CLASS

Tall Ships...

 ...Fact File

The Wylde Swan
worked in the

Shetland herring fishery

01595 690069

24 HOUR SERVICE
4b Blackhill Industrial Estate, Lerwick, Shetland, ZE1 0PZ

Email: info@shetlandtaxis.co.uk   (12 hour notice required for e-bookings)

www.shetlandtaxis.co.uk

Above: Dar Mlodziezy undersail. Photo: Kieran Murray

Left: Captain Gabriel Perez, with his dog Argos. Photo: Dave Donaldson

has strong Shetland Bus 
connections. 

They enjoyed sailing through 
the Caledonian Canal, they said, 
with one of the trainees, 18-year-
old Terje Kjolsoy, saying: “It was 
very fun.” One night on the way 
from Greenock to Inverness it had 
been so sunny he had slept on 
deck, he said.

The first class A ship to arrive 
is also the furthest travelled. The 
63-metre Colombian naval ship 
Gloria arrived at Holmsgarth on 
Wednesday, Columbia’s national 
day, with 162 people on board, 
including 78 cadets from the 
Naval Academy and one dog – 
Captain Gabriel Perez’s black 
labrador Argos.

She set sail from their home 
port of Cartagena in May and 
joined the Tall Ships in Greenock 
via Boston, USA.

Capt Perez said: “This is our 
first time in Scotland and a new 
record for the vessel, the furthest 
north and nearest a pole we have 
been in her 43-year life.” They 
had, however, once been in 
Antartica at 56 degrees south.

The steel ship is an impressive 
sight with its huge yellow, blue 
and red national, and her three 
masts and mizzen mast and 23 
sails provide plenty of work for 
those on board, including seven 
females. 

The cadets will all become 
naval officers after their time on 
the immaculate Spanish-built 
ship, and, said the captain: “They 
are very proud of their ship and 
their career, and want to show off 
the better face of Columbian 
culture.

As a music-loving nation they 
are particularly pleased to be 
berthed at Holmsgarth next to the 
main stage where the musical 
events will be held. Music is 
played throughout the ship as the 
sailors work, and also 
accompanies them when they put 
a makeshift net up on the stern 
deck and play football.

Tall Ships project manager 
Fiona Dally said: “It’s great to see 
our neighbours Norway as one of 
the first vessels to arrive in 
Lerwick.

“We’re looking forward to the 
arrival of the remaining ships and 
to welcoming home our six 
Shetland sail trainees from the 
Cruise in Company leg on board 
the Swan and Wylde Swan.”

Harbourmaster Calum Grains 
said:  “It is great to see the 

as they get their first taste of Lerwick hospitality
realisation of many months of 
planning for the Tall Ships fleet. 
It will be a busy few days with 
arrivals but we are all ready and 
looking forward to welcoming the 
international crews to Lerwick.”

Sail Training International Tall 
Ships Races 2011 event chairman 
Knut Western said: “The Tall 
Ships Races provides young 
people with an amazing adventure 
and an experience through which 
they learn the values of teamwork 
and leadership and develop new 
skills and confidence. We are 
delighted to bring the fleet back to 
Lerwick and are confident 
Lerwick will provide a perfect 
start for Race 2 to Norway.”

Captains and crew can look 
forward to a packed programme 
of cultural and sports activity, live 
music, food and drink in Lerwick. 
They will take part in the parade 
tomorrow where 2,000 crew 
members from the participating 
ships will dress in uniform or 
fancy dress and be joined by local 
musicians and bands as they 
parade down the Esplanade 
towards Holmsgarth from 4pm.

For more information on the 
event programme visit www.
tallshipsraceslerwick.com
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 New
Harbour Café

7am-6pm
7 days a week 1st to 16th July

7am-10pm
7 days a week 17th to 24th July

We will be serving our

Mega Breakfast
served all day

Fresh Soups of the Day
a selection of

Homemade Dinners
Hot and Cold Rolls available

As well as hot and chilled drinks
and to top it off  we have

Sweet Deserts
We always use only locally sourced 

ingredients including fr esh
British Bacon

Phone orders are also welcome
01595 695271

The

OPEN

Laurence Odie (Knitwear) Ltd
Hoswick Woollen Mill, Sandwick
(Just 15 miles south of Lerwick)

Visit our Mill Shop
for a large

selection of Knitwear 
for all the family
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm

Formerly Laurence J Smith, Shetland Woollen Co.
Peter Blance & Norman Tulloch

UK, 26.12m, Gaff Ketch, 1900

B
CLASS

Swan

Stina Mari
Norway, 17.54m, Gaff Ketch, 1987

B
CLASS

Tall Ships...

 ...Fact File

At least half of all Tall 
Ships crews must be 

aged between 15 and 25.

Call for responsible attitude towards drinking
Local folk and visitors are being encouraged to 
adopt a healthy attitude towards drinking alcohol 
during the Tall Ships event.

With numerous pubs and beer tents involved 
in the celebrations, there will be copious amounts 
of alcohol at hand.

But health chiefs, the council, youth organisa-
tions and the drugs and alcohol services are 
urging restraint. They are supporting the existing 
Drink Better campaign by offering a separate bar 
for soft drinks and water at the events to help 
reduce waiting times for those choosing not to 
drink alcohol.

Their advice to the public is to keep hydrated, 

alternating between alcoholic drinks and soft 
drinks or water, and sticking to the recommended 
limits of three to four units of alcohol for men and 
two to three units for women.

The NHS Health Improvement Department, 
along with Youth Voice, Bridges Project, SIC 
Environmental Health, Shetland Youth Informa-
tion Service (SYIS) and Community Alcohol and 
Drugs Service Shetland (CADSS) will be 
attending the celebrations at the host ports at 
Scalloway, Yell and Lerwick.

As part of the Drink Better promotion, 
Shetland’s vision for a future where alcohol is 
consumed for its taste and quality, and not as a 

catalyst for drunken behaviour. They will be:
● Asking members of the public to fill out a 

questionnaire on their opinions on the Shetland 
drinking culture;

● Handing out “Drink Better” flyers 
providing information and guidelines on sensible 
drinking;

● Providing anyone over the age of 16 with 
free condoms if they want them;

● Giving out free ‘Drink Better’ rain ponchos 
and free unit measuring cups.

Shetland people are encouraged to complete 
the online survey at www.surveymonkey.com/s/
drinkbetter2011

Spectacle could provide ‘tremendous’ springboard for tourism
The Tall Ships visit to Shetland could be the springboard for an increase in 
leisure tourism to the isles, according to VisitScotland chairman Mike 
Cantlay.

He said the “huge” event would be an opportunity to “showcase Shetland 
to the world” and “re-position” the isles in the view of visitors.

Mr Cantlay said EventScotland, which is part of VisitScotland, had 
played a crucial role in making sure the Tall Ships came to Scotland by 
putting a “six-figure sum” into the process. He envisaged the Tall Ships 
would create a “magnificent spectacle” in Lerwick, just as they had in 
Greenock.

He said the spin-off from the visit could be “absolutely tremendous”. 

The coming three years up to 2014 would be the “winning years”, when 
tourists would be travelling to the UK for the Olympics, the Ryder Cup and 
the Commonwealth Games, and “displacement” from the tourism numbers 
in the south-east of England could mean visitors for Shetland.

Mr Cantlay said he would work with the local authority, Promote 
Shetland and the business community “to make sure Shetland benefits”. In 
the next three years VisitScotland would target the active staycation market 
with “merciless” advertising, he said, to make sure that the departure of the 
Tall Ships was just the start of a boost for the isles.

He added: “VisitScotland is committed to support Shetland and harness 
this opportunity.”

Large crowds turn out to greet ships as 
By LAWRENCE TULLOCH

“Has the whole town turned out to 
meet us?” This was the question 
asked when the first of the Tall 
Ships, the Alba Endeavour, docked 
in Cullivoe on Sunday. The com-
mittee and a great many local folk 
had crowded on to the pier to see the 
arrival. 

As well as a verbal greeting they 
were met by music and champagne 
and one seaman is quoted as saying 
that it was the best and warmest 
welcome at any port they had visited, 
Nonetheless it was a disappointment 
that the weather had disrupted 
the passage north of many of the 
ships. 

All the guest ports were affected. 
The weather is always a factor but it 
was never going to be allowed to put 
a damper on the celebrations. Earlier 
in the day the weather had also put 
paid to the open air service planned 
at the memorial, in Gloup, for the 58 
fishermen who lost their lives on the 
21st July 1881. 

The service was switched to the 
kirk and it was packed to the door. 
The Rev David Cooper took the 
service, supported by the North Ness 
Boys and Aubrey Jamieson. Various 
members of the congregation des-
cribed it as “moving” and “lovely”. 
The kirk is looking its best right now 
being festooned by the work of 
many local artists. 

On Monday the weather relented 
and the day was filled with so much 
that it was hard to take it all in. 
Plenti ful delicious food and contin-
uous music were a constant besides 
all that was happening on the 
water. The Moosk and her crew.  Photo: Alexa Fitzgibbon

If anyone needed convinced that 
Sail Yell is an island-wide team 
effort they only needed to visit the 
fish and chip shop. Here the cooks 
were two senior members of Yell 
Community Council, chairman Dan 

Thompson and former chairman 
Laurence Odie.

Jennifer Odie was serving and it 
was quality fish and chips cooked to 
perfection. On another shift, and 
maintaining the same high standard, 

councillor Robert Henderson was 
another of the cooks.

MSP Tavish Scott performed the 
official opening on Monday. After-
wards he said that he was delighted 
to be asked and he was hugely 

impressed by the amount of work 
and the detailed planning that had 
gone into organising a major event 
in a small community. 

As for the entertainment Tavish 
declared himself to be a fan of the 

ShantYYell men and he hopes to see 
them again in Lerwick. A big 
attraction was the Spirit Dancer, a 
Canadian canoe decorated with 
native American designs. This 
beautiful craft does much to give 
experience to young folk. 

Skipper Chris Cooper said that 
they had paddled, from Alaska, 
down the west coast of America 
before being sponsored so that they 
could visit Britain and Shetland. The 
Spirit Dancer was launched at the 
Cullivoe marina to be paddled out 
the voe to the pier by members of the 
Cullivoe Guizer Jarl’s Squad. 

Not all of them were expert pad-
dlers and in fairness, they had never 
done this before. But on returning to 
terra firma Brian Nicolson, the 
“Halesowen Horned Hooligan”, is 
quoted as saying that he was born to 
be crofter. 

Lying next to the Scottish ship 
Alba Endeavour was the Swan and 
Andrew Nisbet, who has been 
associated with the Shetland Tall 
Ship as relief master, paid tribute to 
the master and crew. The Swan had 
been to each of the guest ports. 

Andrew added that it was all 
down to the fact that they had judged 
the weather correctly and sailed at 
exactly the right time to avoid delays 
experienced by some of the others 
because of the adverse wind and 
state of the sea. 

Monday afternoon saw the arrival 
of the Moosk, a British gaff schooner 
built in 1918. Given the better 
weather she had made it to Yell and 
she was a very welcome addition to 
the fleet in Cullivoe. 

One notable and pleasing aspect 
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Queens Hotel
Grand Hotel

Shetland’s Premier Hotel Group

Tall Ships Races 2011 - Lerwick

QUEENS HOTEL  01595 692826  /  GRAND HOTEL  01595 695788

All day menus available (1200 -2000hrs)

Fine 
Dining

Lounge 
Bar

Bar 
Suppers

Seafood 
Restaurant

Bar 
Suppers

Fresh
Local
Produce

Belgium,  19.85m, Ga f f  Schooner ( 2) , 1996

B
CLASS

Rupel

Pr o vi dent
U K, 27 .1m, Ga f f K etch, 1924

B
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T here wil l  b e ov er 3  
million  attend ing this 
year’ s T al l  S hips R aces.
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Ship and Boat Repair  /  Voe Boats and Boat Building  /  Covered and Uncovered Slipways  /  Marine 
Engineering  /  Welding and Fabrication  /  Diving Services  /  Ships Chandlery  /  Engineering Stores

Malakoff Limited, North Ness, Lerwick, Shetland, ZE1 0LZ  –  Tel. 01595 695544
enquiries@malakoffl imited.co.uk
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T he N orwegian T al l  S hip, 
A u n o , was the first of

56  ships to d ock .

Impr essiv ely sleek m odern
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Ta l l  S h i p s , B IG  DE A L S
F R E E  DE L IV E R Y ,  IN S TA L L A TIO N

&  R E M O V A L  O F  O L D A P P L IA N C E S *

W M 5 1 0 0 W
Washing 
Machine

5kg, 1000 Spin

O u r  P r i c e
£189.99

SAVE £26.00

M TR L 1 0 9 A
     Undercounter      

Fridge
50cm

O u r  P r i c e
£129.99

SAVE £15.00

Z DC 3 7 2 0 0 W
Condenser

Dryer
7kg Load

O u r  P r i c e
£229.99

SAVE £20.00

K G V 3 3 N W 2 0 G
Fridge Freezer

Low Frost, 
170x60x60

O u r  P r i c e
£359.99

2 YEAR WARRANTY

W TS 8 4 5 0 0 G B
Condenser Dryer 

8kg, steam function

O u r  P r i c e

£549.99
free 5 year warranty

S G S 4 5 C 2 2 G B
Dishwasher

60cm,
12 Place

O u r  P r i c e
£319.99

2 YEAR WARRANTY

W A A 2 8 1 6 8 G B
Washing
Machine
6kg Load

O u r  P r i c e
£299.99

SAVE £30.00

W A Q 2 4 4 6 0 G B  /  
W A Q 2 8 4 6 0 G B
Washing Machines,
A + + +    7kg Load
1200 /1400 Spin

O u r  P r i c e
£469.99/£499.99
free 4 year warranty

Visit us in store @ 3-4 Carlton Place, Lerwick. Tel. (01595) 692915        Visit us online @ georgerobertsonltd.co.uk

* Terms & conditions apply. Refrigeration incurs an additional charge. SHOP WILL BE CLOSED ON SATURDAY, 23rd JULY

Looking for BUILT IN
APPLIANCES?

FREE 5 YEAR
Warranties on BOSCH packages

4 YEAR*
WARRANTIES

ON BOSCH

£300 OFF
BOSCH
AMERICAN
REFRIGERATION

NOW
£999.99

FREE

Belgium,  27 .3m, BM Sloop, 1991

C
CLASS

Ant wer p Fl yer

S t  IV
E stonia, 12.13m, BM Sloop, 1991

C
CLASS
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E ntry is open to any 
monohu l l  sail ing v essel  of 
more than 9.14 m l ength.

A  ‘ w hi rlw ind’  
O rkney stopov er
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Offi cial merchandise stalls are also located at Albert Wharf and Holmsgarth Arena. 
Open 10.00 - 19.00 (Thursday - Sunday) and available to buy online at: 

www.thecameracentre.net

OFFIC IAL MER CH ANDISE A V AILA B LE FR OM:
HARRY’S
DEPARTMENT
STORE LTD

www.thecameracentre.net

TH E C AMER A CENTR E
09.00 - 17.00 (Mon/Tue/Wed)
09.00 - 19.00 (Thurs/Fri/Sat/Sun)
72 Commercial Street, Lerwick

I N TER S P OR T
09.00 - 17.00 (Mon/Tue/Wed)
09.00 - 19.00 (Thurs/Fri/Sat)
167 Commercial Street, Lerwick

CE E  AN D  JAY S
09.00 - 17.00 (Mon/Tue/Wed)
09.00 - 19.00 (Thurs/Fri/Sat)
5 Commercial Road, Lerwick

H AR R Y ’S D EP AR TMEN T STO R E
09.00 - 17.30 (Mon - Tue)
09.00 - 20.00 (Wed - Fri)
09.00 - 19.00 (Sat)
11.00 - 17.00 (Sun)
The Esplanade, Lerwick

J. G. R AE  L TD
09.00 - 17.00 (Mon/Tue/Wed)
09.00 - 19.00 (Thurs/Fri/Sat)
14.00 - 17.00 (Sun)
92 Commercial Street, Lerwick

SHETLAND

Gallery open:  Tuesdays, Th ursdays
and Saturdays 11am-5pm

Other times by appointment
61 Commercial Street. Lerwick Shetland. ZE1 0AB

Tel. +44 1595 697374  www.vailafi neart.co.uk
Email: info@vailafi neart.co.uk

P oland, 25.5m, Schooner ( 2) , 197 5

C
CLASS

Geda nia

E spr it
Ge rmany , 19.91m, Schooner ( 2) , 1995

C
CLASS

!"##$%&'()***

$ ***+",-$+'#.

T he T al l  S hips are
crewed  from ov er 3 0 
cou ntries worl d wid e.

Sørlandet prov ides h ig h lig h t in F air I sle
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VISIT

BOOKS  |  MAPS  |  SOUVENIRS  |  POSTCARDS

The Shetland Times Bookshop
for

O P EN : 9am- 6p m M onday  to F riday
9am- 5p m Saturday

7 1/ 7 9 Commercial Street, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 0A J    
Tel: 01595 69553 1 www.shetlandtimes.co.uk

Take home great memories of Shetland

U K, 20.57 m, BM Ketch, 1991

C
CLASS

Ro na II

Neva
Russia, 17 .25m, BM Sloop, 1936

C
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!"##$%&'()***

$ ***+",-$+'#.

T he C h ris t ia n  R a d ic h
has al most 9

kilometres of rope.

C om preh ensiv e m u sical line- u p 
w ill prov ide w eekend sou ndtrack
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LHD MARINE SUPPLIES
Tel. 01595 692379

Tall Ships
Opening Hours

THURSDAY, 21st JULY
8am - 7pm

FRIDAY, 22nd JULY
8am - 7pm

SATURDAY, 23rd JULY
8am - 5pm

SUNDAY, 24th JULY
9am - 1pm

Please Note:
The Shop Fuel Tank will be positioned 
at the Wire Store (Holmsgarth) from 
Monday 18th to Monday 25th July

Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-12.30pm; 2pm-4.30pm

Saturday, 9am-12.30pm

Restaurant / Takeaway
01595 695585/695554

26 Commercial Road, Lerwick, Shetland, ZE1 0LX

Delicious 
Indian Food

Friendly Service • Fully Licenced

• Sunday buffet every week – 1pm till 10pm •

AUTHENTIC  BANGLADESHI &  
NORTH  INDIAN  TANDOORI  DISHES

Open 7 days:
Monday – Saturday: 12 noon-2pm; 5pm-Midnight

Sunday: 12 noon - midnight

RABA

Belgium,  28.15m, BM Ketch, 1961

C
CLASS

Zeno be Gr am m e

Pr o lif ic
Norw ay , 30m, BM Ketch, 2003
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T he 55- metre b aroq u e, 
E u ro p a , is 100 years

ol d  this year.

N avy v essel sails in  to add h er support
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Shetland Soap Company is delighted 
to announce brand new

Limited Edition Tall Ships products 
along with our ever popular

Shetland Flag Glycerine soap and lovely 
Peerie Gifts to suit all!

Open 9am-5pm Monday to Friday
 and open Sunday 24th July 9am-4pm

We look forward to seeing you soon!

Open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Open Saturday 9.30am-5pm

Additional opening during Tall Ships
Shetland Soap Company is part of Cope Ltd

Providing working opportunities for adults with disabilities.

THE TALL SHIPS 
RACES 2011

LERWICK

OFFICIAL PROGRAMME
ON SALE NOW
AVAILABLE AT A VARIETY

OF LOCAL OUTLETS
As a m ust b uy  guide to  th e T all S h ip s,
P ro gram m e h igh ligh ts include:

● F ull details o n V isiting T all S h ip s
● Music p ro gram m e
● F am ily  Entertainm ent p ro gram m e
● G eneral Ev ent Inf o rm atio n
● Ev ent Map s

The Offi cial Programme has been designed and printed by Millgaet Media Ltd.

1-3 Commercial Road, Lerwick
Restaurant: 01595 693848 
Takeaway: 01595 692452

www.goldencoachbaroc.com

ONESTOPMUSICSHOP
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Shetland Dialect CDs • Shetland Music CDs
1 Gardie Court, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 0GG

Tel: 01595 692618
Email: sales@shetlandmusic.co.uk

Netherlands, 26.35m, BM Ketch, 2004

D
CLASS

Urania

Akela
Russia, 13.6m, BM Sloop, 1986

D
CLASS

!"##$%&'()***

$ ***+",-$+'#.

With a crew capacity 
of 199, Mir has a main 
mast height of 50m.

AB     ARD
ALL

Sunday 24WK July
9.30 ±  10.20

Holmsgarth 
Lerwick

Music by 
the Lerwick Brass Band

Speaker: 
Rev Bob McGregor

A united praise service

6SRQVRUHG�E\�6&&7

Local firm inv ests in pontoon 
to accommodate extra y ach ts
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The Tall Ships Races 2011 – Lerwick
would like to thank the following sponsors:

Host Port Sponsors – Lerwick

Host Port Associates – Lerwick

Host Port Supporters – Lerwick

Shetland
Islands
Council

SHETLAND TRANSPORT

OFFICIAL
BAR

PROVIDERS

ON PAPER AND ONLINE – THE COMPLETE COVERAGE

www.shetlandtimes.co.uk

ALTAIRE FISHING 
COMPANY LIMITED

D.I.T.T.
Building Supplies

Building Contractors

L/E/F

solutionx
NESSNESS NESS 

ENGINEERING LTDENGINEERING LTDENGINEERING LTD

Great is the Truth and it will Prevail

Shetland
Janitorial
Supplies Ltd.

Access 2000
(Shetland) Ltd.

Scaffolding Specialists

D
  H

MARINE
Marine & Industrial
Electrical Engineers

Jim’s Garage
An Offi cial

Toyota Centre
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www.lerwick-harbour.co.uk

BRITAIN'S
TOP PORT

Host Port Sponsor of The Tall Ships Races 2011 - Lerwick

LERWICK PORT AUTHORITY

Farewell the Tall Ships! Thanks for the memories!

The Morgenster heads off (main picture) along with (insets) the Alexander von Hunmboldt, the Europa  and the Svanhild. Photo: Kieran Murray

THE TALL SHIPS RACES 2011
LERWICK

Souvenir SupplementSouvenir Supplement
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Offi cial merchandise stalls are also located at Albert Wharf and Holmsgarth Arena. 
Open 10.00 - 19.00 (Thursday - Sunday) and available to buy online at: 

www.thecameracentre.net

OFFICIAL MERCHANDISE AVAILABLE FROM:
HARRY’S
DEPARTMENT
STORE LTD

www.thecameracentre.net

THE CAMERA CENTRE
09.00 - 17.00 (Mon/Tue/Wed)
09.00 - 17.00 (Thurs/Fri/Sat/Sun)
72 Commercial Street, Lerwick

INTERSPORT
09.00 - 17.00 (Mon/Tue/Wed)
09.00 - 17.00 (Thurs/Fri/Sat)
167 Commercial Street, Lerwick

CEE AND JAYS
09.00 - 17.00 (Mon/Tue/Wed)
09.00 - 17.00 (Thurs/Fri/Sat)
5 Commercial Road, Lerwick

HARRY’S DEPARTMENT STORE
09.00 - 17.30 (Mon - Tue)
09.00 - 17.30 (Wed - Fri)
09.00 - 19.00 (Sat)
11.00 - 17.00 (Sun)
The Esplanade, Lerwick

J.G.RAE LTD
09.00 - 17.00 (Mon/Tue/Wed)
09.00 - 17.00 (Thurs/Fri/Sat)
92 Commercial Street, Lerwick

SHETLAND

A splash of Dutch colour at the welcoming ceremony.  Photo: Dave Donaldson The gun display on the Gloria.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

The welcoming ceremony.  Photo: Dave Donaldson
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Cluness recalls 1,000 years of visiting
sailing fleets at Thursday opening event

By ROSALIND GRIFFITHS
Crowds from the parade packed 
into Holmsgarth for the official 
welcoming ceremony. 

After a play, music and 
dance, chairman of race 
organisers Sail Training 
International Knut Western 
opened proceedings by saying 
how pleased he was to be in 
Shetland.

Responding to Mr Western, 
SIC convener and organising 
committee chairman Sandy 
Cluness welcomed everyone to 
the “great occasion” of the visit 
of the Tall Ships of the world.

Shetland had hosted fleets of 
sail for more than 1,000 years, 
Mr Cluness said, from the 
battle fleets of Norwegian 
kings and the great Dutch 
herring fleets of the 15th and 
16th centuries, and later steam 
vessels which began to replace 
the Tall Ships as carriers of 
people and freight.

A huge debt of gratitude 
should go to all who maintain 
the beautiful craft, he said, and 
to all those at guest harbours 
from Fair Isle to Unst who had 
contributed to the success of 
the event. He gave a “cast iron” 
guarantee that Lerwick would 
be prove to be a “vibrant” host 
venue.

Many had happy memories 

of the Tall Ships visit in 1999 – 
the ships were always welcome 
and he thanked everyone who 
had made the visit possible.

The ceremony had started 
and ended with cultural items. 
First was a sea-themed play, 
written by artistic director 
Jacqui Clark, featuring stories 
of the islands with a young 
boy’s dreams of going to sea 
and a local lass welcoming 
people from overseas. A group 
of 20 dancers then performed a 
routine by Matthew Lawrence, 
thoroughly enjoyed by all, with 
music by Cathy Geldard 
directed by Philip Taylor. 

The ceremony ended with 
Erin Sandison singing Dreams 
of Northern Skies, the first song 
written by Jacqui Clark, who 
also organised children’s 
entertainment throughout the 
weekend.

This went “really well”, Ms 
Clark said, with something for 
everyone. There were large 
furry animals around the 
Victoria Pier, a unicycler and a 
juggler, face painting, a 
dressing-up den, shows, 
including a puppet show and 
story-telling with Davy Cooper. 
Digital Shetland, where 
youngsters could put their 
photos online, was also very 
popular.

Tall Ships Races Europe Ltd chairman Knut Western makes a 
point at the welcoming ceremony.  Photo: Dave Donaldson Juggling at the welcoming ceremony.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

The Dar Meodziezy. Photo: Dave Donaldson

 VIPs at the welcoming ceremony. Photo: Dave Donaldson

Shetland dancers say “welcome”.  Photo: Dave Donaldson
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Laurence Odie (Knitwear) Ltd
Hoswick Woollen Mill, Sandwick
(Just 15 miles south of Lerwick)

Visit our Mill Shop
for a large

selection of Knitwear 
for all the family
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm

Formerly Laurence J Smith, Shetland Woollen Co.
Peter Blance & Norman Tulloch

Restaurant / Takeaway
01595 695585/695554

26 Commercial Road, Lerwick, Shetland, ZE1 0LX

Delicious 
Indian Food

Friendly Service • Fully Licenced

• Sunday buffet every week – 1pm till 10pm •

AUTHENTIC  BANGLADESHI &  
NORTH  INDIAN  TANDOORI  DISHES

Open 7 days:
Monday – Saturday: 12 noon-2pm; 5pm-Midnight

Sunday: 12 noon - midnight

RABA
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Town packed to gunnels as gunfire blast
signals start of colourful street parade
By ROSALIND GRIFFITHS
Lerwick came to a virtual stand–
still last Thursday afternoon with 
the parade of the crews of the Tall 
Ships.

Crowds packed the pavements 
from the town centre to Holms–
garth, with bairns carrying Shet–
land flags and some older and 
wiser members of the throng with 
fold-up chairs.

Buses from the park and ride 
schemes disappeared up 
residential streets to get out of the 
way as a police car with blue 
lights announced the start of the 
march.

This was started by a blast of 
gunfire from Fort Charlotte and 
led by Lerwick Brass Band, 
together with Lerwick Guizer Jarl 
John Hunter and some of his 
squad.

They were followed by 
enthusiastic representatives from 
the ships, passing by in Olympic 
style with placards denoting the 
name and country of their ship 
and, of course, their flags.

Some of the crews wore 
uniforms and walked by, looking 
incredibly smart. Others in the 
colourful and good-natured 
procession had a more ad hoc 
approach to their outfits, using 
items they had on board, while 
some opted for fancy dress, 
dancing and making music. And 
throughout the procession there 
were Vikings, weaving their way 
among the walkers.

Crew from the Royal Naval 
vessel HMS Mersey, on a goodwill 
visit to Lerwick and one of the 
support ships at the start of the 
departure of the ships in the 
Parade of Sail, were near the front 
of the parade.

Russian naval cadets from one 
of the biggest ships, the Mir, had a 
huge tablecloth of a flag and the 
crew of the Auno, the first ship to 
arrive in Lerwick, played their 
own drums and instruments.

Orange T-shirts were chosen by 
the Eendracht crew, while 
members from the Esprit sported 
turquoise T-shirts and shouted the 
name of their boat, and crew from 

the Polish Pogoria wore red and 
danced through the streets.

Throughout the proceedings 
there was music – some 
crewmembers towed radios and 
some, like the Wyvern and the 
Provident, which had a steel band, 
brought their own music.

The Endorphina crew wore 
lifebelts while Prolific members, 
predicting the conditions to come 
at the weekend, opted for survival 
suits. The crew of the British 
Moosk, the first vessel into Unst, 
wore yellow oilskins, a theme 
continued by the Norwegian crew 
of the Wyvern av Aalesund which 
had white oilskins and a flag made 
of a dried fish.

The fun atmosphere continued 
with young people on stilts 
accompanying the Polish Dar 
Szczecina on stilts, with the crew 
bearing a placard with the 
message “Let’s meet in Szczecina 
in 2013.” Crew from the Dutch 
vessel Europa dressed as pirates. 

Crew from Shetland’s own 

Crowds throng the street to welcome the crews. Photo: Dave Donaldson

One of the Dar Mlodziezy crewmembers.
 Photo: Alexa Fitzgibbon One of the . . . err . . . visiting Vikings!  Photo: Dave DonaldsonNo problem with flotation!  Photo: Dave Donaldson

Vikings are never far away from any big Lerwick event.  Photo: Dave Donaldson(Continued on page VI)
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LHD MARINE
SUPPLIES

Tel. 01595 692379

Well done to 
all involved on 

hosting another 
successful 
Tall Ships!

Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-12.30pm; 2pm-4.30pm

Saturday, 9am-12.30pm
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Museum trips
enjoyed by
thousands
Shetland Museum staff welcomed record 
numbers of visitors to the building during 
the Tall Ships event.

The award winning five-star attraction 
has attracted over 80,000 people every 
year since it opened in 2007. 

Over the four days of celebrations and 
events for the Tall Ships, 4,616 people 
came through the doors to take part in 
events and enjoy exhibitions and 
activities. Friday saw an amazing 1,592 
visitors in one day. 

Events included a Mad Hatters’ tea 
party for children in associa1tion with the 
popular High Seas and High Teas 
exhibition in Da Gadderie.

There was an additional exhibition of 
traditional Shetland boats outside on the 
dock area, where visitors were also able 
to enjoy freshly-barbecued mackerel baps 
prepared by Hay’s Dock Cafe Restaurant 
staff – while the weather held out. Elma 
Johnson and friends were very well 
received by visitors on Saturday as they 
provided a range of Shetland music, song 
and stories in the boat hall. 

The museum also hosted the Tall Ships 
VIP reception on Thursday evening and 
the officers’ party on Saturday evening. 

Customer services manager Barnaby 
Ashton said: “We have had the most 
amazing weekend with so many visitors 
across the four days. It’s been a superb 
atmosphere and the staff have pulled out 
all the stops to make sure all our local and 
international visitors received a very 
warm welcome and fantastic visitor 
experience.”

‘Access all areas’ tour of NorthLink ferry 
The 24-hour delayed start of the 
Lerwick-Stavanger leg did little to 
dampen the generosity of hundreds 
of Shetlanders who turned up on 
Sunday for NorthLink’s RNLI fund-
raising event onboard the ferry 
Hjaltland at Lerwick.

The company had originally 
intended to stage a cruise among the 
Parade of Sail participants but when 
the start of the Stavanger race was 
postponed by the organisers 
NorthLink was left with no option 
but modify its plans.

The company announced on 
Saturday that, weather permitting, a 
modified cruise would still be held 
but if the predicted poor weather 
materialised he event would, instead, 
become an “access all areas” tour of 
the berthed Hjaltland.

Commercial director Cynthia 
Spencer said: “We were left with a 
very difficult decision to make but 
after consulting with Lerwick RNLI 
we took the view that with 420 
tickets sold – and all for charity – it 
was better still to offer something 
than call the whole thing off.

“Strong north-easterly winds 
would have taken much of the 
pleasure out of the intended cruise so 
we decided to open up areas of the 
ship that passengers don’t normally 
see. Some 263 folk still turned up 
and despite the disappointment of 
not being able to sail among the Tall 
Ships I think they still had an 
enjoyable day out.

“Many of the people onboard took 
the opportunity to visit the bridge 
and the engine room and feedback 

Christopher Laurenson and members of his family get a guided tour of the engine room of the Hjaltland.  
 Photo: Kevin Jones

Fireworks light up the sky on Saturday night despite the windy weather.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

was that they had really enjoyed 
taking a peek behind the scenes. The 
good news is that £7,514 was raised 
for Lerwick RNLI.”

Ms Spencer said a small number 
of people sought refunds but the vast 
majority were happy still to see their 
cash go to a very good cause. 
Nevertheless, the RNLI had said that 
if people contacted them directly 
they could receive a 50 per cent 
refund.

She added: “The day, even in its 
modified form, couldn’t have gone 
ahead without the assistance of a 
number of companies who provided 
goods at no cost.

“There are several companies who 
I would like to thank for their 
support: Strachan’s of Peterhead 
who supplied the cream teas scones, 
butter and jam; JW Gray’s of 
Lerwick who supplied the plastic 
glasses for the bars; Nynas who had 

provided the fuel for the originally 
planned cruise; the many people 
who donated raffle prizes for the 
raffle drawn on the day, the 
musicians who kindly gave their 
time – Peter Wood, Derrick Hendry, 
Judy Nicolson and Graham 
Jamieson; and, of course, all the 
NorthLink staff and Hjaltland crew 
who gave willingly of their time and 
expertise for a cause which is close 
to the hearts of all seafarers.”

Dismal night lit up by displayDismal night lit up by display
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All genres in
packed musical
extravaganza

By NEIL RIDDELL
A comprehensive music 
programme saw well over 70 acts 
take to the stage at the Holmsgarth 
and Victoria piers over four days 
last weekend.

Sell-out concerts on Friday and 
Saturday night set a new Shetland 
record, with an estimated 5,000 
audience on Friday and Saturday 
seeing headline acts The Levellers 
and Abba imitators Bjorn Again.

The Levellers, who have a huge 
following in Shetland, were 
deemed a resounding success on 
their first full gig in the isles. The 
veteran folk-rockers included 
rabble-rousing sing-along 
anthems One Way of Life and 
What A Beautiful Day in their near 
two-hour set. That came after 
support from two bright young 
indie rock groups who include 
Shetlanders among their number, 
Oscar Charlie and The Stagger 
Rats.

Twenty-four hours later Bjorn 
Again wooed an equally big, if 
more family-focused, audience 
with a host of 1970s pop classics 
from Sweden’s most famous 
musical export. 

Programmer of the weekend’s 
music Davie Gardner felt moved 
to dispel a story doing the rounds 
that Bjorn Again’s singers and 
musicians had been miming (see 
letters page). The infamous 
Shetland rumour mill cranked into 
action, seemingly due to a short 
time delay to the feed on the big 
screen adjacent to the Holmsgarth 
stage. Apart from the bass and 
some keyboard sounds, everything 
the audience heard was live, he 
said.

“There were some insinuations 
of miming which I’ve hopefully 
put to bed,” Mr Gardner said. 
“Speaking to their manager it’s 
allegations that have been made 
for 23 years, so they’re certainly 
not bothered by it any more.

“The feedback has been terrific 
for both [Bjorn Again and The 
Levellers]. A lot of the crews 
turned up and it was undoubtedly 
not far from the 5,500 capacity, 
certainly about the 5,000 mark.”

As if the strong gales weren’t 
enough, the heavens opened on 
Sunday afternoon, causing slots 
for Malachy Tallack and the 
Rumshack Blues Band to be 
cancelled. Thankfully the 
downpour subsided in time for 
what some lovers of good-time 
music ranked as the weekend’s 
high water mark.

Getting on stage together one 
final time were The Red Vans, 
with founder member Cluny 
Revel back in the isles for the 
weekend , taking some members 
of the audience on a nostalgic trip 
down memory lane. 

Mr Gardner said: “One of the 
highlights would have to be the 
Red Vans, because we hadn’t seen 
them for so long, they put so much 
work into the finale and were 
every bit as dynamic as the Friday 
and Saturday night headliners. 
Without being detrimental to 
Bjorn Again or the Levellers, a lot 
of people said Sunday night was 
the highlight.”

Rounding off the weekend were 
Pete Stack and Da Rayburns, who 
are celebrating their 30th 
anniversary this year. Their 
90-minute set featured the group’s 
trademark brass section, 
consisting of a saxophone, a 
trombone and two trumpets. A 
special addition even saw a 
loosely assembled 40-strong 
choir, christened the 
“Rayburnettes” by frontman 
Stephen Gordon, joining the band 
on stage for the final few numbers.

An estimated 3,000 audience 
were then treated to not one, but 
two encores as the band cranked 
out covers of Primal Scream 
anthem Rocks and Los Lobos 
track Let’s Say Goodnight, aptly 
bringing the curtain down on four 
days of live music and revelry. 

“It was great that the superb 
Shetland public came out and rose 
above the poor conditions earlier 
in the day,” Gordon said, adding 
the band hope to play some more 
gigs later in the calendar. 

Though the gales meant many 
chose to huddle inside the beer 
tent at Victoria Pier, there were 
good audiences for much of the 
weekend as a host of Shetland’s 
top musicians took to the stage. 
Once the departure of the Tall 
Ships was postponed by 24 hours, 
the Sunday programme was 
extended into the evening to keep 
everyone entertained.

The organisers found room for 
all sorts of genres, from Inge 
Thomson’s kooky, experimental 
folk to the hard rock sound of The 
Last, from trad favourites Aly 
Bain and Phil Cunningham to 
returning singer-songwriter 
Catriona MacDonald. Meanwhile 
dance fans were catered for by 
four nights of DJ-ing into the 
small hours in a marquee at 
Laurenson Quay.

Mr Gardner acknowledged that, 
given the often atrocious weather 
conditions, the open-air layout at 
Victoria Pier was perhaps not 
ideal and “if we’d had pre-
warning we could have looked at 
it a different way”, but generally 
he felt the setup had worked very 
well.

“I would say every one of the 
local acts upped the ante,” he 
added. “There’s terrific quality in 
Shetland across the board.”

Oscar Charlie on stage.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

Old favourites Aly Bain and Phil Cunningham.
 Photo: Dave Donaldson

Mark Chadwick of the Levellers.  Photo: Dave Donaldson
Stephen Gordon sings for Pete Stack and Da Rayburns. 
 Photo: Kevin Jones

During what was reputed to be the final ever performance by The Red Vans are (from left) Jim Quinn, Cluny Revel and Rory 
Gillies.  Photo: Kevin Jones
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1-3 Commercial Road, Lerwick
Restaurant: 01595 693848 
Takeaway: 01595 692452

www.goldencoachbaroc.com
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Shetland Dialect CDs • Shetland Music CDs
1 Gardie Court, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 0GG

Tel: 01595 692618
Email: sales@shetlandmusic.co.uk

Keep your party going with us at

DA WHEEL

• Spacious Lounge Bar • Public Bar 
& Pool Table • Lively Music

• Great Atmosphere

A warm Shetland welcome awaits

We are open from 11am to 1am Sunday to Thursday, 
11am to 2am Friday and Saturday

Congratulations for the Tall Ships

 13 Commercial Road, Lerwick  Tel: 01595 697110

Pride, admiration and nostalgia evident
as thousands rock to Abba tribute band

By JOHN ROBERTSON
There were few of the raw human 
emotions not felt to an extreme by 
the thousands of folk who 
experienced Tall Ships and 
endured the dismal weather. 

There was the euphoria of the 
thousands who loved the gigantic 
family party that was Bjorn Again 
or the equally nostalgic anarcho-
folk of The Levellers at Shetland’s 
biggest-ever gigs. 

There was awe and admiration 
for the crews and trainees of all 
the sailing ships who put 
themselves through long spells of 
discomfort and danger in order to 
challenge themselves. Then there 
was the sense of pride and respect 

radiating towards the hordes of 
local unpaid volunteers who 
beavered away not just against the 
awful elements over the five days 
but during the months of 
meticulous planning to get the 
show on the road and to keep it 
there.

Along with the positive 
emotions there was negative 
feeling too – annoyance expressed 
about the profiteering of some of 
the food stallholders for instance. 
Then of course there was all that 
futile anger constantly voiced, 
with the help of a thousand 
expletives, towards the Man in 
Control of the Weather.

But all those different emotions 
were steamrollered by the shock 

that gripped Shetland as the 
gruesome events in Oslo and 
Utøya filtered through, prompting 
an outpouring of sympathy and 
solidarity towards our Norwegian 
friends, especially all those young 
sailors on the Tall Ships far from 
their homes and families.

The Tall Ships concept is all 
about international exchange, 
mixing, sharing and discovering 
different worlds and ways of life, 
celebrating our differences while 
working in peace and harmony – 
such a stark contrast to the 
deranged, small-minded hatred 
espoused by Anders Behring 
Breivik.

For many out enjoying the 
entertainments in Lerwick it was 

probably Saturday afternoon 
before the full horror of events 
across the North Sea became clear. 
It was one of those times when 
you stop and stare out the window 
and really wonder how man can 
be so thoroughly evil – even in 
such a modern peace-loving and 
humanitarian nation as Norway. 

There must have been a few 
folk who, after hearing that, were 
knocked off their stride and could 
face no more festivities. Equally 
there will have been those to 
whom it meant little and certainly 
a lot less than the demise of the 
tragic chanteuse Ms Winehouse. 

There were other reasons for 
not wanting to venture out into the 
cold again, not least the utterly 

compelling radio coming from 
BBC Radio Shetland’s pier tent 
broadcasts. They were so brilliant 
you could have had a fantastic 
festival to yourself without having 
to leave the comfort of your 
kitchen. But that’s not the idea, is 
it?

The radio team laid on fabulous 
local live music, great laid-back 
live interviews with interesting 
characters and trips on to the 
ships. There were memorable 
sound pictures painted by Jane 
Moncrieff in the galley of the 
Colombian Gloria with its 
miracle-working chef and that old 
action man Mike Grundon puffed 
his way up the giddy heights of a 
Tall Ship mast.

Carol Anderson extracted great 
quotes from Strathbungo man, 
delirious with joy at escaping the 
concrete ghettoes of Glasgow for 
his first holiday in Shetland and he 
did not give a stuff about the 
weather. He was a real tonic for 
any jaded Shetlander listening in.

May & Mackie’s country songs 
sounded great; Fullsceilidh 
Spelemannslag were amazing, as 
were The Stagger Rats performing 
acoustically. There were moments 
when you couldn’t quite believe 
what you were hearing, such as 
Reuben Quinn of Oscar Charlie 
bravely re-interpreting Da Sang o’ 
da Papa Men in an outlandish 

Bjorn Again on stage. Photo: Dave Donaldson

(Continued on page X)
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Congratulations to the management team and all 
involved for a great Tall Ships Races 2011
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Europa spends her winters in Antarctica
By PETER JOHNSON

The Scheveningen-based barque 
Europa had a good race from 
Waterford to Greenock and a good 
sail up the Scottish west coast en 
route to Shetland.  

The Europa could count 15 
nationalities among its 43 strong 
trainee crew in the Tall Ships race 
including one Shetlander who was 
joining her in Lerwick to take part 
in the next leg. “Usually we win 
prizes for having the most 
nationalities,” said captain Klaas 
Gaastra. 

The 54.6m log ship had a brisk 
trip through the Irish Sea and good 
winds up the west coast before 
having to tack eight or nine times 
on the final leg to Shetland.

“It was a good exercise for the 
trainees. It’s a lot of teamwork and 
that was what we were aiming for. 
The first tack is shit, but the last 
one looks good,” Klaas said. 

In a good breeze 22 people can 
be kept busy on deck when the 
vessel is tacking, though a trained 
crew can manage with 15 or 16.

“Some people have the vibes 
and they learn a lot in one or two 
weeks, others, it take months. 
Sailing is something that if you’ve 
got the feel for it and the interest, 
it comes quickly,” the captain 
said. 

“It’s not just the case of pulling 
a line. The ship is a machine and 
we try to give them the feeling 
that they are doing something and 

that they understand what’s 
happening up there if they pull a 
line here.

“They go up in the rigging – 
they do all the things. We tell them 
all about the history of square 
sailing and the differences 
between then and now and the 
difficulties of navigating without 
GPS, etc.” 

Fifteen of the trainees were 
remaining on board for the next 
leg of the journey with the rest 
rotating with a fresh batch of 
youngsters, which included 
several Norwegians.  

There are 14 of a full-time crew 
on the sail trainer. During the 
northern hemisphere winter the 
Europa heads for Antarctica, often 
with older paying trainees who are 
involved with sailing the ship. 
These put ashore to see penguins 
and wildlife as part of the 
package. These “adventure 
holidays” help finance the ship’s 
role as a sail trainer. 

The ship follows the old sailing 
routes during its long voyages to 
and from Antarctica when she has 
time to undertake routine repairs 
and maintenance. 

It was Klaas’s first time in 
Shetland and he said he would like 
to come back for a holiday.

“As captain you do not have 
much time to stroll around and I 
have not been through the islands. 
I would love to come back, but 
without a ship.” Captain Klaas Gaastra on the deck of the Europa.  Photo: Peter Johnson

Lot of treats for visiting
crews, says Polish sailor

By PETER JOHNSON

Endorfina crewman Kuba 
Borgosz had to travel 600 
kilometres from his native city 
for his first sight of the sea. 
Indeed his hometown of 
Krakow in the south of Poland 
is far closer to the Carpathian 
Mountains than to the Baltic. 

“I started sailing three years 
ago and last year was my first 
time in the Tall Ship races and I 
think it’s wonderful with so 
many yachts from different 
places and different crews in 
one place and one time. It’s a 
great experience,” Kuba said. 

“Also the race and the places 
this year are really nice. 

Scotland and now here on 
Shetland it’s wonderful. In a 
few days we are going to 
Norway and that’s a great area 
too.” 

He also said the organisation 
of the event had been first class 
with a “lot of treats” for the 
visiting crews. “You know 
there are a lot of ports you are 
in three days and you don’t 
know what to do, but here, it’s 
not enough time to see 
everything.” 

The Endorfina crew had 
visited Jarlshof on Friday and 
had also played golf and clay 
pigeon shooting, ably assisted 
onshore by liaison officer 
Doreen Thomason. 

As one of the smaller tall 
ships, the 12.4m long 
Endorfina has a crew of only 
10. Kuba was onboard her last 
Tall Ships race and therefore 
knows the captain and crew of 
“the fine yacht”, while also 
making new friends this year. 
This time around he joined the 
vessel in Greenock and will be 
onboard till the race finishes in 
Halmstad next weekend. 

The Endorfina had enjoyed 
some brisk sailing on the way 
north to Shetland but Kuba was 
glad that the next leg to 
Norway had been postponed 
for a day, the trip would have 
been more of a fight than fun, 
he said.

Liaison officer Doreen Thomason and Endorfina crewman Kuba Borgosz.
 Photo: Peter Johnson

Veteran Russian master
celebrates 74th birthday

By RYAN TAYLOR
Victor Antonov was ashore when 
The Shetland Times first went to 
see him on Friday.

The captain of the Russian ship 
Mir was on a (land-based) sight-
seeing excursion to the South 
Mainland – which left 
photographer Dave Donaldson and 
I standing aboard trying to breach 
a language barrier, as we 
embarrassingly struggled to make 
small talk with various members 
of his crew.

But you could excuse Capt 
Antonov his leave from the 
impressive, St Petersburg-
registered vessel. The experienced 
master was celebrating his 74th 
birthday on that very day.

Thankfully, attempt number 
two to catch up with him proved 
somewhat more fruitful. Dave and 
I were led deep into the bowels of 
the Mir, which had made a name 
for herself by selling souvenirs and 
vodka miniatures.

In the dimly-lit captain’s quart–
ers, however, the tipple of choice 
seemed to be a deep red wine – or 
was that a celebratory glass of port 
sitting on Victor’s table?

Stepping over the high-rimmed 
entrance, I’m sure there was a thin 
haze of pipe smoke gently 

circulating the room.
While up on deck was buzzing 

with activity, downstairs the 
atmosphere was mellow and 
relaxed. Capt Antonov was all 
smiles as he extended his hand 
with genuine warmth as a wide, 
toothy grin expanded from lug to 
lug.

Mir – which takes its name 
from the Russian space-station –  
means “peace”, which seemed 
appropriate given the welcoming 
surroundings onboard.

So, how does it feel to be 
marking his 74th year in a strange 
land like Shetland?

Ah, but Shetland isn’t so 
strange. Victor has been here 
before, after all. He first saw Fair 
Isle when he took part in a yacht 
race in 1978, which took him from 
Sweden, round the southern tip of 
Shetland and back out to Denmark 
onboard a small vessel, Riza.

Over 30 years later, he had 
made a point of heading to the 
South Mainland. Using the 
Sumburgh Lighthouse as a vantage 
point, he saw Fair Isle once again 
– that island he successfully 
circumnavigated so many years 
ago.

He added he was in Lerwick in 
1997 as well. At first I suspected 

he had his dates mixed up – the 
last time the Tall Ships descended 
on Lerwick was in 1999.

But it turned out Capt Antonov 
was on the button. The Mir visited 
Lerwick a full two years before the 
‘99 event, fresh from the 1997 
Cutty Sark races, which finished in 
Gothenburg.

Ten years before he watched the 
vessel take shape in a Polish 
shipyard. He has been associated 
with her since then, apart from an 
eight-year stretch when he taught 
navigational skills to up-and-
coming mariners.

He is proud of the ship and what 
she has achieved over almost 
quarter of a century. And while 
there is a relaxed atmosphere in 
the captain’s quarters, he seemed 
genuinely pleased to know almost 
200 crew and volunteers were 
gaining much from the  experience 
of sailing aboard the Mir.

“For most of the students it’s 
their first time at sea. A sailing 
ship is a great way to help people 
understand what it means to work 
as a team,” he said.

So, what does Victor think 
about captaining this vessel for 
another 25 years?

“I try not to think about it,” he 
says with another friendly grin. Captain of the Mir Victor Antonov.  Photo: Dave Donaldson
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Sailing is for all, not just the young and fit
By ROSALIND GRIFFITHS

Two further cohorts of Shetland 
trainees left the isles on Monday in 
the Parade of Sail to sail to 
Stavanger on the third leg of the 
Tall Ships Races.

The trainees, all between the 
ages of 15 and 25, were on 
Shetland’s own sail training 
vessel Swan and the large 
Norwegian ship Sorlandet.

In order to take part in the 
races the ships have to have half 
their complement within this 
age range, but trainees do not 
have to be young and fit. There 
is no upper age limit to sailing 
on a Tall Ship, although older 
participants have to pay the full 
price for their passage (others 
may qualify for bursaries from 
organisations such as the Ocean 
Youth Trust).

Crew do not have to take part 
in races – many of the ships go 
on other trips throughout the 
year, and disability is no barrier.

Race director Paul Bishop, in 
Lerwick at the weekend, said: 
“Sail training is available for 
anyone despite personal 
circumstances or mental or 
physical disabilities.” 

Mr Bishop, who has worked 
as a volunteer skipper through 
Sail Training International on 
the Class C vessel Rona II, has 
taken people with Down’s 
syndrome and others with 
conditions such as autism and 
cerebral palsy on board.

He said the “freedom and 
camaraderie” of sailing makes 
for a great experience, and the 
teamwork necessary raises 
awareness of other people’s 
needs. However, it was “not a 
holiday”, he stressed, and a 

Shetland trainees on the Sorlandet. Back (from left): Kerry Wood, Symone Duddy, Jack Henderson, Maggie Adamson, Sarah 
Stott. Front: David Arthur and Rory Goodlad.  Photo: Dave Donaldson
sense of adventure is necessary. 

The Class A ship Lord 
Nelson, which took part in the 
initial races and is now in 
Aberdeen, was specially built 
for disabled sailors. Owned by 
the Jubilee Sailing Trust, she 
has a lift for wheelchair users to 
get between decks, a wheelchair 
hoist, an audio compass so that 
blind people can steer, a 
joystick that plugs into the helm 
to enable steering with one 

finger, plus a buddy system for 
the severely disabled and those 
over the age of 70.

On board at the weekend 
were Bressay residents Mary 
Christie and her daughter 
Katrina, who were excited 
about their forthcoming trip 
although they did not know 
what to expect. However, crew 
member Ben Ransom said: 
“Most people can do most 
things.”

This was echoed by crew 
member Heather Goodare who 
said: “I’ve been aloft and I’m 
nearly 80.”

Many of the Tall Ships are 
active all year and are not 
confined to European waters. 
The Dutch Class A barque 
Europa, built in 1911 and 
which had two Shetland 
trainees on board for the first 
leg of the races, has a “niche 
market” of five or six long 

distance trips per year.
The vessel, which has 14 

permanent crew, goes to 
locations including South 
Shetland Islands, South 
Georgia and Tristan da Cunha.

“It’s a complete new world 
for the trainees,” said master 
Klaas Gaastra. And although 
the weather may be bad in 
Shetland, he said: “It’s worse 
in the Roaring Forties.”

The Sorlandet master Ulf 

Hed said that he was used to 
having people on board that 
had never been at sea before, 
but after familiaristion 
“everyone takes part in 
everything”. His oldest trainee 
was aged 90, he said, and the 
ship is due to go to the 
Caribbean and Africa this 
winter.

The Dutch Class A vessel 
Wylde Swan, which was once a 
herring carrier making frequent 
visits to Lerwick is also due to 
go to the Caribbean – and 
anyone can go for the price of 
100 Euros a day. The ship had 
two “delightful” Shetland 
trainees on the Cruise in 
Company leg, and Master 
Jurgens Hanekom said: “It’s a 
life-changing experience for 
the trainees. It teaches self-
confidence and they make 
friends from all over the 
world.”

Although the Tall Ships have 
departed, vice-chairman of 
Shetland Tall Ships 2011 Ltd 
Peter Malcolmson said this 
year’s event would not be the 
only opportunity people had to 
take part. He said: “Sail 
Training Shetland will stay in 
place after the Tall Ships – our 
legacy will be to ensure young 
people get the opportunity to 
go in future.”

Some of the Shetland 
trainees, now back from their 
trip, had enjoyed sailing so 
much they were now thinking 
of a career at sea, he said, 
adding: “If we keep Sail 
Training going it will help them 
decide if they want a profession 
as well as having a worthwhile 
experience.” 
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Being uncomfortable adds to
experience, says skipper Steve

By PETER JOHNSON

The Rona II is one of three 
vessels owned by the Rona 
Sailing Project, which aims to 
change young people’s lives by 
undertaking training voyages.

For many of the 18 girls who 
are part of the 23 crew it is the 
first time on a boat, but for 
skipper Steve Burgess it is his 
sixth Tall Ships race – his first 
being in 1976 when he crewed 
Great Britain II in a Trans-
Atlantic race. 

He said: “For two or three 
years I have been wanting to 

do this particular trip. It has 
been a stunning stopover. 
People have been so friendly. 
It’s gorgeous. I have been to 
mainland Scotland before but 
this is my first time on 
Shetland. We want to go 
racing, but we’ll be sad to go as 
well.”

When The Shetland Times
visited, the 20.5m long ketch 
has crammed with people 
enjoying a “garden party” with 
Pimm’s and cakes baked 
onboard, complete with the 
cockpit converted into a village 
pond.  

Cooking and cleaning are 
added to the sailing duties the 
girls undertake on board the 
yacht. They are all aged 
between 16 and 21 and three 
are designated watch leaders 
while one of the three watch 
officers is also a young 
woman. 

“It’s a wonderful experience. 
The sailing is good but what it 
is really about is living 
together, having fun, being 
uncomfortable, being seasick 
and still doing the washing up. 
They just have to get on with 
each other – it’s a bit about 

life,” said the skipper, whose 
usual job is a Methodist 
chairman of the district, 
equivalent to a bishop, in York. 

The project was founded 50 
years ago and girls became 
involved for the first time only 
20 years ago. Tall Ships race 
director Paul Bishop is also a 
skipper with the project. 

The Rona II took part in an 
exercise with the Sumburgh 
based rescue helicopter on 
Wednesday and the helicopter 
crew followed that with a visit 
on Thursday. “They were 
great,” Steve added.

Lucky skipper Steve Burgess and his crew of young women aboard Rona II.  Photo: Peter Johnson

Paper charts and 
sextant remain

BY PETER JOHNSON

Before the Tall Ships race 
began, Christian Radich first 
mate Steiner Iversen was busy 
making sailing plans and 
plotting a route for the race.

Although his 73m long full-
rigger is equipped with the 
latest navigational equipment, 
which also has to be checked 
before the ship sets sail, the 
vessel’s position is marked on 
the paper chart better than 
every hour just in case the 
modern electronics should fail. 

“We can do the navigation 
like they did in the old days,” 
said Steiner, who is on his first 
Tall Ships race and his first 
visit to Shetland. For such an 
eventuality, a sextant is kept on 
board, but for everyday work 
the GPS is a much simpler 
solution. 

Christian Radich is owned 
by a foundation, which 
employs Steiner and other 
crewmembers. The ship is used 
to train Norwegian naval 
officers from September till the 

middle of May. In summer she 
is used for fjord tours, races 
and weekend courses for school 
trainees who are interested in 
learning to sail. While in 
Lerwick the vessel was the 
locus for three of four parties 
catered for by CW Catering 
during the Tall Ships. 

According to the first mate 
there is no real difference 
between training school-
children and naval personnel as 
all have to “learn the ropes”, 
which on a vessel the size of 
the Christian Radich is a 
complicated business. 

“They are all the same 
regarding the sail handling, the 
navy have their own agenda 
with other things to learn,” 
Steiner added.  

There is a great emphasis on 
safety aboard the vessel with 
the trainees having to climb up 
40m above deck while the 
vessel is at sea. The sailors 
have safety harnesses clipped 
to the yards “so it should be 
very safe working aloft,” said 
Steiner.

Warren Lawson of CW Catering and Christian Radich first 
mate Steiner Iverson.  Photo: Peter Johnson

Climbing the rigging of the Christian Radich are Ingelin Mamen, 19, from Asker in Norway, and Carolina de la Fé, 34, from 
Stockholm, Sweden.  Photo: Dave Donaldson
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Demonstating her stability and speed to international seafarers on Friday was Shetland museum’s 
replica sixern Vaila Mae. With only one reef despite the stiff breeze her crew put her through her 
paces and showed off something of the agility of these traditional craft.  Photo: Robert Wishart

Tadhg Robinson, aged two, gets close and personal with one of the lobsters from the North 
Atlantic Fisheries College stand on Victoria Pier.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

Two of those supervising the massive operations were port controller Ryan Leith (left) and 
harbourmaster Calum Grains.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

Sail Training International chairman Knut Western meets the Gloria crew.
  Photo: Dave Donaldson
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01595 690069

24 HOUR SERVICE
4b Blackhill Industrial Estate, Lerwick, Shetland, ZE1 0PZ

Email: info@shetlandtaxis.co.uk   (12 hour notice required for e-bookings)
www.shetlandtaxis.co.uk
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Wendy Inkster with the specially created Burra Bear.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

John Jacobs of Vidlin Potter with two of his Tall Ships mugs. 
 Photo: Dave Donaldson

Jeanette Novak on her craft stall. Photo: Dave Donaldson

The stalls at Alexander Wharf.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

Cheryl Jamieson from Unst shows off her impressive glassware.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

Gjermund Birkeland gives a demonstration on the Papar Wark stand at Laurenson Quay. 
 Photo: Dave Donaldson
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Niela Kalra with her selection of knitwear.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

The Spanish paella stand did a good trade all weekend.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

Brisk trade at
craft and food
stalls as locals
opt for exotic
By ROSALIND GRIFFITHS
The autumnal conditions were 
good for many of the traders. On 
Saturday the warmest place to be, 
apart from the club marquee, 
where a pirate show for bairns 
went down well, was the beer tent.

Huge queues formed outside 
the Cafe Consulate stall on 
Victoria pier, with people eager 
for a warming cup of specialist 
coffee, milkshake or tea and a 
fancy.

Hilary Seatter, who started the 
business, said after selling 4,500 
coffees and more than a thousand 
teas: “I can’t believe how busy we 
were. We want to thank all the 
people who waited, they 
understand every single coffee is 
made specially for them.”

The cold weather sharpened 
appetites too. Local butcher J K 
Mainland’s burger stall was busy 
all weekend, with one customer 
saying their meaty pork, apple and 
chilli burger was the best he had 
ever tasted, and local chef Glyn 
Wright of the Seafood Shack said 
the fish and scallops and chips had 
sold well.

More Shetland produce was 
available at Holmsgarth, with 
Marion and Grace offering 
Shetland beefburgers and chops, 
soup and bannocks, and Chinese 
food from local businesses at both 
ends of town.

On the Esplanade queues 
waited for a portion of paella, one 
of the most popular stalls on the 
tented area on the Esplanade, and 
where the giant frying pans were 
going all weekend with a choice 
of chicken and chorizo or seafood.

More European food was on 
offer in the form of German 
sausage, while French traders sold 
cheeses such as tomme blanche 
and delights such as mousse de 
canard and rillettes d’oie. Then 
there were olives and feta, and 
Greek cakes, laced with pistachio 
and honey.

Locals and visitors confirmed 
their taste for the foreign by 
spending freely at the Thai and 
Finnish stalls. Emma Thomas and 
her Thai husband Sanan had a 
“phenomenal” weekend, with 
water buffalo horns and carved 
bangles selling well, and, although 
the Finnish tins of elk and reindeer 
meat did not appear to move, the 
sales of reindeer skins, used by the 
Sami to insulate their tents, ethnic 
jumpers with snowflake designs 
and lynx and husky soft toys were 
brisk.

Shetland stalls on Albert and 
Alexandra Wharf reported a very 
busy weekend. The conditions 
made for “good jumper weather”, 
according to Barbara Isbister, 
whose knitwear stall had been 
very busy.

So was that of Andrea 
Williamson, from Whalsay, which 
had sold out of adult woolly hats: 
“I should have checked the 
weather”, she said. Her brightly 
coloured knitted cuckoo clocks 
and tattit rugs also attracted a lot 
of interest.

Aamos Design’s Emma Blain, 
who produces items in woven 
fabric, did a roaring trade in 
scarves, appropriately in the 
muted reds and yellows of falling 
leaves.

And Niela Kalra of Nielanell, 
who specialises in heavily 
textured merino wool and acrylic 
tops, had an “utterly fantastic” 
weekend of sales.

Cheryl Jamieson of Glansin 
Glass, who had a double stall 
offering jewellery and ornaments, 
did “splendid” business. Her 
turquoise glass plates sold each 
time she put one on display – all 
are unique and Cheryl never 
knows what to expect: “Every 
time you open the kiln it’s like 
Christmas.”

Jeanette Nowak from Yell, 
trading as Hjarta, or “art from the 
heart” sold sculptures made from 
beach finds of wood and glass and 
“float pots” made of cork floats 
from Russian fishing nets and 
woven rushes. “It’s all about the 
sea”, she said. 

Jeanette also said she had been 
a “good ambassador” for 
Shetland, promoting the isles to 
visitors. This was the case too 
with photographer Austin Taylor, 
whose undoctored photographs of 
the green northern lights 
(apparently the human eye does 
not always see such bright colour 
at night) were, he hoped, 
encouraging winter visitors. 

The Unst-produced Bus Shelter 
Tablet sold well, in spite of being 
on an outdoor stall. So did Unst’s 
Skibhoul Stores oatcakes, made 
with seawater  (collected off 
Muckle Flugga and filtered and 
sterilised), stall-holder Penny 
Thomson pointed out. She shared 
her stall with Caroline Henderson 
of Artisan Island Cheese, who 
makes many types of cheese, 
including a semi-hard Boorvik 
and soft cream birls, in the kitchen 
of her Hoofields home. 

Cheese-making is “fascinating 
and serendipidous”, she said, 
often turning out in unexpected 
ways. And, she said: “There’s no 
reason why Shetland can’t do the 
same thing as Orkney” by having 
its own cheese. Caroline would 
help anyone keen to start making 
cheese.

Shetland Jewellery produced a 
Tall Ships range in silver, 
Journeyman Leather had 
traditional belts and bags, Shana 
handbags offered attractive Fair 

Andrea Williamson on her knitwear stand.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

Isle bags and Shetland Handspun 
all had plenty of interest.

Cecil Tait of Paparwark 
Furniture sold a quantity of 
potstands, local cartoonist Smirk 
did “really well” and John and 
Jane Jacobs of Vidlin Pottery, 
which had Tall Ships mugs, said it 
the atmosphere was “really great”.

Although the 6,000 visitors a 
day predicted prior to the weekend 
did not happen, the weather 
appeared to put few people off. “I 
wish it was like this every 
weekend,” said shopper Gordon 
Erskine.

Burra Bears creator Wendy 
Inkster produced a special bear for 
the occasion, featuring a special 
pirate-look skull fabric designed 
by Hilary Seatter.

A competition was held to 
guess the name of the bear, which 
attracted around 450 entries. The 
name was revealed as Thorfinn, 
and the winner was Ena Mowat 
from Hillswick.
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The British gaff ketch Provident sails south past Bressay Lighthouse during the Parade of Sail.
 Photo: Kevin Jones

The Dutch gaff schooner De Gallant.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

The Russian full-rigger Mir with the Lerwick lifeboat in close attendance. Photo: Kieran Murray

The Dutch brig Morgenster at the back of Bressay.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

The impressive barque Europa shows her lines. Photo: Ian Leask
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Tel. +44 1595 697374  www.vailafi neart.co.uk
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Amazing spectacle as ships
head for fantastic send-off

By RYAN TAYLOR
The party to beat all parties had to 
come to an end sooner or later, but 
Monday’s parade of sail offered 
an amazing spectacle for a 
fantastic Tall Ships send-off.

Landlubbers gathered at the 
Knab and other parts of the town 
in search of a good view as the 
vessels were led out to sea in the 
afternoon.

The impressive ships, some of 
them over 150 feet tall in full sail, 
had started to leave Lerwick 
Harbour from late in the morning.

They were preparing for the 
long and sometimes arduous 
200-nautical-mile stretch to 
Norway’s Stavanger.

The Royal Navy offshore patrol 
vessel HMS Mersey and the 
Norwegian coastguard ship 
Aalesund were both on hand to see 
them go.

As the ships broke formation 
they headed for their positions at 
the start line. The larger Class A 
ships went first, with the smaller 
classes following onwards.

It’s perhaps fair to say the 
waters around the South Ness 
began to resemble a scene from 
the Onedin Line before long, with 
a peppering of vessels keeping 
onlookers enthralled and bringing, 
for this observer at least, faint 
childhood memories of the 1970s 
BBC series. 

Sails are up on the Alexander von Humboldt.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

The Norwegian gaff ketch Auno. Photo: Ian Leask

The Norwegian top-sail ketch Svanhild. 
Photo: Dave Donaldson

Cars parked at the side of the 
road at various viewpoints on the 
main route south to Dunrossness, 
as many made the effort to catch 
one last glimpse of the vessels on 
their voyage out of Shetland.

As the tents were folded at the 
pier and life slowly began to get 

back to normal, many reflected on 
the weekend that had just past.

“We have nothing to complain 
about. It’s been a fantastic 
arrangement and we are very 
satisfied,” said one visitor.

Another proclaimed: “Our 
impression is that communities in 

islands like these are really good 
at organising something like this. 
Everybody’s behind the event.”    

It’s 12 years since the Tall 
Ships last came to Shetland. Many 
will be hoping they don’t have to 
wait another dozen years before 
they make their return again.
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The Tall Ships Races 2011 – Lerwick
would like to thank:

The Public and all Visitors to our event who supported us through all weathers!
The magnifi cent Tall Ships and Crew

All Tall Ships Races Cruise in Company Guest Harbours and their Communities

One of the event highlights was the fantastic Crew Parade, 
and thanks go to all the performing bands, the Up Helly Aa 
Committee and the Jarls Squad. Following this, an excellent 
Welcoming Ceremony took place and a special thank you goes to 
the performers and young dancers who made it so memorable.

We have had a fantastic time,
and hope you did too!

Please continue following the fl eet and our 
trainees by visiting www.tallshipsraceslerwick.com 

Shetland Islands Council
Lerwick Port Authority

All Boating Clubs and the RIB teams 
Sail Training International

Sail Training Shetland
NorthLink Ferries

Flybe
Local transport providers

Sponsors
United Praise Church Service Team

VisitShetland, PromoteShetland and
all Accommodation Providers
Site Managers and Event staff

Production Team
All our dedicated volunteers

and Liaison Offi cers
Traders

Lerwick Lifeboat and Ali-Cat teams
Musicians and Performers

Family Entertainment Team
Julie Halcrow Catering

Christopher Black and his team
Shetland Coastguard and Oscar Charlie

Territorial Army
Historic Scotland

Shetland Recreational Trust
Shetland Museum and Archives

Northern Constabulary
Scottish Ambulance Service

British Red Cross
Security Staff

Vessels prepare for sail at the start of the Lerwick to Stavanger leg of the race on a windy Monday afternoon.  Photo: Dave Donaldson

Wind blows on parade as ships leave
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